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NUMBER 47 


THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THANKSGIVING 


Let us study the picture of this aged pilgrim as he faces the sunset cf life. As we look 
into his honest and reverend face we instinctively read some of his past history. He has made 
a long journey, he has endured many hardships, he has suffered much along the way, he has 
stood by the open grave of every member of his family—his loved ones are all gone and he is 
alone in the world. Aged and infirm, he has but little of this world’s goods. He sits down to 
eat his Thanksgiving dinner alone. The memory of wife and sons and daughters crowd in 
upon his thoughts. He bows his head and lifts his hands in holy reverence in thanksgiving and 
praise to the Father for all the benefits God has so graciously bestowed upon him. It may, and 
most likely will be, his last Thanksgiving dinner on earth, but the dear old soul has come all 
the way by faith and now, at evening time, it is light, and he is not afraid of the remainder 


of the journey. His very looks seem to say: “I know in whom I have believed and am persuaded 
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day,” and so he 
rests, waiting in peace the call to come up higher. 


See aoe tee 
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uestion Box is not a fcrum for discussion. 
It — give only the information asked. Hence 
in answering questions we do not throw open the 
department for their discussion. If you cannot ac- 
cept the answer given, all right—that is your priv- 
ilege, but we cannot enter into further discussion. 
We have neither the time nor the inclination for 
such debate.—Enp1Tor.] 


27—The Difference 

Question—Does the revenue from liquor pay the 
Government as much as it costs ?—B. 

Prof. Irving Fisher, of Yale University, 
claims that the United States Government 
pays out two billion dollars to get back a 
quarter million for the treasury. 


2s—Another Strange Man 

_I have received a letter from a man who 
k that in matters of Christian teaching 
every one is wrong but himself. I told him that — 
good people were just as honest as he was. He said: 
“No, not just as honest but just as honest in their 
way of thinking. Education in early life makes the 
difference.” Now, what I wish to know is this: 
Might not education in early life have led him) astray 
just as likely as in the case of the other man ?—A. 


Most certainly. If it biased one man, it 
might do the sa..e for the man whose letter 
you have, although he no doubt thinks only 
the other man could be so influenced by 
education. But he may be mistaken. 


Question— 
seems to thin 





29—Is It Home Mission Work? 


Question—Do you consider the work of Franklinton 
Christian College as home mission work ?—J. B. 


I certainly do so regard it. If the work 
The American Christian Convention, under 
the direction of Rev. John Blood, is doing 
for the colored brethren in the South is not 
home mission work, we should like to know 
why it is not. This is the unqualified opin- 
ion of THE HERALD’S Question Box man. 
We now request the opinion of Rev. F. G. 
Coffin, D. D., President of The American 
Christian Convention on the same question, 
and we request it because the brother asking 
the question wishes to have that opinion. 
930—What Is the Meaning of Ezekiel 36? 


Questien—What is the meaning of Ezekiel 36? Is 
it not an unconditional promise to the Jews, God’s 
elect peeple, and nene other? I understand it to be 
fulfilled in the future, not till God calls His people 
from every land and brings them back to the Prom- 
ised Land. In verse 24 He tells what He is going to 
do.—Denten Peck. 


As we understand the thirty-sixth chap- 
ter of Ezekiel’s prophecy, it is twofold in 
its meaning. It is a wonderful picture of 
God’s dealing with His erring people. 
Israel was in captivity, for the time here 
referred te, which was in the days of the 
Babylonish captivity, and in the absence of 
these people frem the land of Judea, the 
Edomites had taken possession of the moun- 
tainous parts ef Judea, intending forever to 
keep the Jews eut, in case they should ever 
get a chance te return from their captivity. 
Ezekiel persenifies the mountains of Israel, 
ascribing te them emotions and passions, 
such as belong te the human heart and 
mind. He comferts them with the thought 
that they shall soon be free from the har- 
rassing enemy. He draws a vivid picture 
of the time when they will be free from 
idolatry, when they shall again flourish as 
the people of Ged. He again impresses them 
with the thought that their sins have led 
them away from the truth and righteous- 





ness of God, as set forth in verses 16-20. 
Then He promises them deliverance by His 
mighty power, as in verse 21-38. Israel re- 
stored, as set forth in this chapter, seems 
to present a prophecy of the rich blessings 
that shall come under the gospel dispensa- 
tion, when Jesus shall reign in the hearts of 
the people. So primarily this chapter does 
set forth the blessings God is offering to His 
own peculiar people in the day when they 
shall give up their sins and return unto 
Him, but in that may be also a prophecy of 
the same thing which is to take place under 
the gospel of the Son of God. 





931—A Good Work for the Soldiers 

Question—What do you regard as one of the best 
and safest ways of helping our soldiers, morally and 
spiritually ?—T. 

We dislike to discriminate between so 
many agencies which are seeking to help the 
soldiers in a moral and spiritual way. The 
American Sunday-School Union is doing a 
great work in giving good literature to the 
soldiers. So is the American Bible Society 
and so are many other agencies. One of the 
best is the Bible Institute Colportage Asso- 
ciation, Chicago. That Association was 
founded by D. L. Moody, and though he has 
been dead for a number of years, the work 
goes on grandly in helping the needy in the 
way of the best Christian literature. It is 
stated that during the last five months this 
Association has given out to the soldiers 
100,000 copies of books of. fine Christian 
literature. They will continue to give as 
the friends of the soldiers continue to make 
it possible by their gifts in money to meet 
the expenses of making and sending out 
such literature. Help any of these institu- 
tions, if you can. 





932—Is the Present War Meant? 


Question—Is Rev. 138 a prophecy of this present 
war? Please give your opinion.—R. H. 


Well, my opinion is all I can give you 
with any satisfaction, for I certainly do not 
know that Rev. 13 has any special reference 
to this war. It may have, and then it may 
have no reference whatever to it. Suppose 
you turn to verse 13 and then think over 
what has taken place in the present war, and 
say if you have seen or read of anything 
which answers to what is spoken of in verse 
13 as fire coming down from heaven. Again 
in verse 14, we read of the leader in this 
war working miracles (apparently) and so 
deceiving the people. We have plenty of 
deceivers in the world to-day, but can you 
name any one who has worked miracles in 
this war and so deceived the people? I am 
glad you are interested in the book of Rev- 
elation. A great many people refuse to 
give it careful study because, as they think, 
they cannot understand it. Much of it may 
be passed beyond the grasp of ordinary men 
and women, but God has enough truth scat- 
tered through this book, which, by the help 
of the Spirit, we may grasp and appropri- 
ate to greatly enrich our hearts and minds. 
While I cannot give you much light, in fact 
none, on Rev. 138, as to whether it refers to 
the present war or not, I do urge you to 





study it carefully and prayerfully, and my 
reason for so urging you, you may find in 
Rev. 1:3. Study that verse well. 





933—A Strange Man, Indeed 


Question—Which of two men is the hero, the one 
who has formed bad habits and reformed, or the man 
who never formed any bad habits and so had no de- 
sire to go wrong.—X. 


Can you tell me why a post does not sin? 
Because it has no desire to sin—none what- 
ever! Can you tell me why a man sins? 
Because he has a nature which can be 
tempted, and hence sooner or later most men 
sin against God and against their fellows. 
Now, can you tell me what is the difference 
between the man who has no desire to sin 
and the post which has no desire to sin? 
They are both the same on the danger-point 
—neither has any desire to sin, and so 
temptation cannot appeal to them. I there- 
fore think that the man who has bad habits 
and reforms and turns from his bad habits 
is far more heroic than the one who had no 
bad habits to reform, and for the reason 
that he had no such habits, and he had no 
such habits because he had a nature to 
which bad habits could not appeal. The truth 
is, I do not think there are any such men. 
There are no men who are naturally so good 
that sin cannot appeal to them, and then I 
do not think there are any men who are so 
heroic as to reform themselves by their own 
power. So it seems to me that the men to 
whom you refer are not real, and for two 
reasons. 1. All men have sinned who have 
come to years of accountability. The wound 
of sin is incurable, if touched only by human 
power. So the.man who has sinned needs 
the cleansing power of the blood of Christ. 
As for the man who was never touched by 
sin, well we think he does net exist. Occa- 
sionally I hear preachers talking of training 
a child so carefully that the child shall 
never come to know sin. Except the Babe 
of Bethlehem, no such child has lived in the 
Christian era, for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of Ged. De yeu differ 
from me on this point? I am quite willing 
to have you do so, if yeu really do differ 
from me, but the first thing I shall ask you 
to do in support of your pesitien is to pro- 
duce from the ranks ef human seciety one 
child that has been se well trained as that 
it never went astray im sin, whem it arrived 
at the years of accountability. Will you un- 
dertake the task? Yeu must amd yeu must . 
succeed, or I will net believe yeur theory, 
and I will ask others not te believe it. Sure- 
ly in a world in which mere than fifteen 
hundred millions of peeple are living in 
your day, you ought te be able te find at 
least one child who has been se carefully 
trained as that it never needed te come to 
Jesus for the cleansing pewer ef His blood, 
that is, in case such a thing is possible. 
For myself, I do not believe that any such 
training can be given. We eught to do 
everything we can te give our children 
Christian training, but whem they come to 
years of accountability, they still need the 
cleansing power of the bleed of Christ. God 
help us to take the Seriptural view. 
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A DAY OF THANKSGIVING 


of Thanksgiving? Is it not strange 

that when the Lord is pouring 
out His blessings upon us all our days, 
that we so easily drop to the point of 
having one day in the year when we 
emphasize the duty of thanksgiving? 
The one day in 365 as a day for special em- 
phasis of the thanksgiving idea is all right, 
very appropriate, provided the spirit of 
thanksgiving has pervaded our lives all the 
other days of the year. 

And why should it not seem to us a de- 
light to spend each day in thanksgiving to 
God for all His benefits toward us? Has 
He not spent each day in giving us His 
blessings, even in great abundance, and 
specially suited to our present needs? Most 
certainly we are very picaunish in returning 
to the Lord that which is due unto His holy 
name, when we offer Him one day in 365, 
as a day of special thanksgiving. Think 
of it! We are asking Him day by day for 
almost everything we need, and He is day 
by day giving to us the things that we need. 
He is asking us to make a return unto Him 
of just one thing for all He has given us, 
and that is gratitude and praise. We an- 
swer His call by appointing one day in the 
year for thanksgiving and praise. We are 
begging Him day by day for all the bless- 
ings we need, and then we make a wholesale 
matter of thanksgiving and return unto 
Him our thanks in one lump once a year. 


But do we not do better than that? Yes, 
some do, but many do not even the one thing 
of returning to God thanksgiving once a 
year. Alas, for our sense of gratitude! Of 
course, the one day in the year is not wrong, 
as a special season of thanksgiving, provid- 
ed this one day is well supported by the 
other 364 days of the year. Because God’s 
mercy endureth forever, many act as if we 
need to accept as a matter of course, and 
without any special expression of our grati- 
tude for the same. The one result in that 
case is that we soon forget, and show no 
gratitude at all, for the holy passion of 
Thanksgiving soon dies, if it be given no 
expression on the part of the people who 
possess it. And when we forget it, or allow 
it to die in our hearts, we have fallen away 
from its blessing, and sooner or later a fall 
from the thought of thanksgiving means a 
fall away from God, and that is the legiti- 
mate outcome of our own ingratitude. If 
we would express our thanks, we must have 
in the heart the essence of thanksgiving, 
for we cannot express truly what is not 
there, besides the Lord is not well pleased 
with what is perfunctory and unreal. 

“QO give thanks unto the Lord, for He is 
good: for His mercy endureth forever.” 


Qos: it not rather to be a life 


PROHIBITION DEFEATED IN OHIO 


On the sixth of November last, for the 
third time, the State of Ohio voted on the 
question of prohibiting the manufacture and 
sale of ardent spirits, and for the third 
time it was defeated. We can hardly accept 


that statement, for we believe it was fairly 
won, but the liquor men cheated us out of 
a victory justly won. The first news that 
came said that the State of Ohio had gone 
dry. Then in the next twenty-four hours 
it was said that a mistake had been dis- 
covered in the vote in Cincinnati, or in 
Hamilton County, which gave the “wets” 
the majority. From that time onward the 
fluctuation was between the “Drys” and the 
“Wets.” Every time the “Drys” got ahead, 
the “Wets” would discover another mistake, 
which would put them in the lead, till finally 
it seems settled that by these “mistakes” the 


*“Wets” get the majority vote of a little 


over 1,000. We fully believe the “Drys” 
won the State fairly and squarely, but the 
“Wets” succeeded in capturing the vote and 
by stealing, or in some other way turning 
the ballots in their favor, and we are again 
at the mercy of the saloon. ; 

At first it was thought that the “Drys” 
would demand a recount, and had they done 
so, it is the thought of many that the State 
would now be dry. However, the “Drys” 
decided that they would not undertake such 
a move, but would at once begin the work 
for another election to be held in the fall of 
1918, when they are sure they can carry the 
State by such a large majority as to make 
it impossible to cheat the State for the 
“Wets.” We have cut down the wet vote in 
the last two elections from eighty thousand 
to a little over one thousand, so that we 
feel there can be no doubt that in the next 
election we can carry the State by a big ma- 
jority, and so put the State of Ohio in the 
“Dry” column to stay. It is thought we 
could have gotten a majority by a recount 
this time, but in that event the “Wets” 
would have brought on an election again 
next fall. The “Drys” preferred to let the 
matter stand and themselves bring an elec- 
tion next fall by a referendum vote and so 
make victory practically certain in the next 
effort. It is stated that we will lose no time 
in the prohibition of the liquor traffic, as 
the vote will be submitted next fall to take 
effect in February, 1919—the time it would 
have gone into effect, if we had won this 
fall, so after all we are hoping for the best, 
a great victory, that will put Ohio in the 
“Dry” column for the remainder of her 
days. In the late election we carried most 
of the big cities, or so cut them down as 
to make them helpless. 





WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT IT? 

It is often dangerous to talk over much. 
The person so engaged is apt to contradict 
himself, or to say something that does not 
look well, when put down beside some- 
thing else he has said. The Christian 
Standard recently brought out in a forceful 
way an instance of this sort. It seems that 
some one got after Rev. E. S. Ames, of Chi- 


‘cago, for his “higher critic” tendencies. He 


wrote a disclaimer, which, though written 
by himself, did not seem to quite satisfy 





him. A little later he wrote another article 
and in referring to his former disclaimer, 
said: 


I should also have denied in my recent 
letter than I am a destructive critic. I am 
not a critic at all, of course, and certainly 
not a destructive one. 


That seemed to be quite definite, placing 
himself not with the “higher critics.” The 
Standard editor remembered Mr. Ames’ 
disclaimer, and recalled the fact that in that 
disclaimer, he had said: 


_I am happy to-day in a profounder, more 
vital, and more satisfying faith than I ever 
possessed in my life before. Moreover, this 
faith is strengthened and illuminated by 
the acceptance of the methods of historical 
criticism and of modern evolutionary sci- 
ence and philosophy. 


The two statements seem quite contra- 
dictory. Perhaps Mr. Ames has changed 
his mind, or else he forgot in the one case 
what he had said in the other. At any 
rate the editor of The Standard, comment- 


ing on the apparent difference in the two 
statements, says: 


Of course, Bro. Ames doesn’t intend to 
convey the impression that he contradicts 
himself. It would be discourteous to con- 
clude that he means other than what he 
says in each communication. Therefore, the 
only conclusion possible is the one we shall 
presume to write down: Mr. Ames, who is 
“not a critic at all,” has had his faith 
“strengthened and illuminated by the ac- 
ceptance of the methods cof historical criti- 
cism and of modern evolutionary science and 
philosophy”—he has not, himself, tested his- 
torical criticism and evolution, but has just 
accepted what the critics and evolutionists 
have dished out to him! If there is another 
way out of the corner into which his two 
communications crowd him, some one will 
have to point it out to us—we can’t see it. 

An observation: It seems that when a 
“modern view-point” man starts somewhere, 
he always meets himself coming back. 


A GLIMPSE AT CAMP LIFE IN TWO 
STATES 


All true Americans are deeply interested 
in our soldiers and what they are doing. 
A Dayton father and mother, who have a 
son in camp, now at Sheridan, Mentgemery, 
Alabama, permit us to read and te use a 
part of a letter from their sen, written just 
after leaving Camp Sherman, at Chillicothe, 
Ohio. Referring to the time ef leaving Ohio 
for Alabama, he writes: 


We struck camp and left the grounds 
(Chillicothe) between feur and five in the 
evening. We reached the place ef entrain- 
ment at about seven e’cleck. It seon be- 
came quite cold, so we fell eut, built fires, 
and men from our own and neighboring 
companies gathered abeut the fires and 
sang: “Nearer, My Ged, te Thee,” and 
many of the fine old gespel hymns. Soon 
the whole battalion, and then the entire 
regiment, joined in, and the barracks 
around rang with the veices ef over 1,500 
men, a chorus which at times even drowned 
out the sound of the switching engines. 

The other day the Liberty Bends were 
brought on silver trays fer eur consumption. 
I consumed five. That will take twenty-five 
dollars a month out of my pay for ten 
months, leaving me five dollars a month. 


Evidently this young man dees net smoke 
or chew. He neither eensumes the tebacco, 
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nor does he allow the tobacco to consume 
him. So much the better for the young 
man. 

In another letter, written after he had 
reached camp at: Montgomery, Ala., he 
writes, on Sunday, November 11, as follows: 


I am in the Y now. They are having 
Catholic mass. Believe me, folks, verily in 
Catholicism there is ——.°.They go through 
with the old, heathenish rites in modern 
garments, omitting only the actual sacrifice 
of animal flesh. The priest says the mass 
through his nose in the whining voice of the 
priesthood. After the mass, in the same 
voice, he proceeds to instruct, in what? In 
the glorification, not of God, but of the 
priesthood. He tells what the priests’ 
clothes stand for, and what they are 
made of. To me, it is silly. Then 
he goes on in the same tone to tell them 
that coming to and taking part in the mass 
has absolved them of all sin....... Thank 
God my forefathers saved me 
from having to break loose from 
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the claim that attending mass will absolve 
these men from their sins! Only Christ 
can forgive sin! 





MILFORD’S NINETIETH 
ANNIVERSARY 

The Christian church at Milford, N. J., 
Rev. C. A. McDaniel, pastor, has recently 
celebrated its ninetieth anniversary—Nov. 
11, 1917. The occasion was one of rejoicing 
and praise—praise to God for all of His 
goodness in preserving the organization 
through so many long years of usefulness 
and fruitage. 

Brother McDaniel, the pastor, planned 
well and wisely, and brought to pass an oc- 
casion of extraordinary interest in the com- 
munity. In the morning, Rev. L. F. John- 














NOVEMBER 22, 1917 


nation, in which Dr. Hainer presented many 
points of interest in the life, principles, and 
activities of the Christian Church. The 
services of the day were thus replete with 
reminiscences, history, and service—a day 
of real blessing and helpfulness, not only to 
the church, but to the. community as well. 
The occasion became one of general interest 
by reason of the long history of the church 
and the instructive and inspiring services 
of the day. Naturally it became a Heze- 
Coming Day to many of the members who 
live away from Milford, as well as to many 
friends of the institution. 

It was the consensus of opinion that one 
of the strong features of the services of the 
day was the music, led by the pastor, who 
is himself a musician of no ordinary ability. 
The Free Press gives Rev. C. A. McDaniel 
much credit for an occasion of 
such general interest, the whole 





such stuff! &e 
May the Lord keep these | 
young men, not only in momen‘s iB} 


of danger, but also from imbib- 
ing erroneous views of the truth 
of God’s Word. 

This young man asks what 
the Protestants are doing, not to 
have more Protestant chaplains 
for the soldiers. He says there 
are many Roman Catholic chap- 
lains, but, so far as he knows, 
only two Protestant chaplains. 
That is so far out of proportion 
as to make it ridiculous. 

The Roman Catholics have 
nearly half of the chaplains in 
the army, although they have 
not much over one-tenth of the 
population of this country. Why 
must our boys in the army be 
compelled to listen to such talks 
as this young man says is being 
given them in place of the plain 
and blessed teachings of the 
Bible? It is time some one is 
busy, seeing the right of things 
and seeing, too, that our boys 
have a chance at real religious 
worship and instruction. We do 
not raise the objection to the 
Catholic young men in the army 
and navy having chaplains of 
their own faith, but we do not 
believe that .our young men 
ought to have no other chance 
than to listen to teaching for 
which they can have no respect. The Prot- 


estants must demand what is right in this 
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matter in the interest of our young men who 
cannot get help, spiritually, from such teach- 
ings of the Bible? 
busy, seeing the right of things and seeing, 
too, that our boys have a chance at real 
religious worship and instruction. We do 
not raise the objection to the Catholic young 
men in the army and navy having chaplains 
of their own faith, but we do not believe 
that our young men ought to have no other 
chance than to listen to teaching for which 
they can have no respect. The Protestants 
must demand what is right in this matter 
in the interest of our young men who can- 
not get help, spiritually, from such teach- 
ing as these priests are giving. Think of 


It is time some one is 


THANKSGIVING 


It was years and years ago, 
"Mid the winter’s ice and snow, 


That our sturdy old forefathers kept the first Thanks- 


giving Day; 
What though hearts were sorely tried! 
What though half of them had died! 


“Let them make a feast together and give thanks to 


God,” said they. 


How the wilderness stretched round, 
Without limit, without bound, 


Filled with beasts of prey and savages who lurked to 


do them harm! 
How the gray waves, lashed with foam, 
Tossed between them and their home! 


Stout of heart, they never faltered, safe in God’s pro- 


tecting arm. 


And they labored and contested 
Till from forest gloom they wrested 


Game and fowl in great abundance fit to grace the 


festive board. 
And the snarling sea they plundered, 


While its breakers roared and thundered, 
For the fish to flank the wild fowl and the harvest’s 


gathered hoard. 


Then they sang with souls uplifted 
Till the gloomy skies scemed rifted, 


And heaven’s glory shone upon them, filling all their 


hearts with cheer. 
Let us read Time’s yellowed pages 
For this story of the ages, 


And, like them, in grateful praises sing the harvest of 
—Unidentified. 


the year. 





son, D. D., pastor of the Vanderveer Park 
Christian church, Brooklyn, N. Y., preached 
a very strong sermon on The Sacred Obli- 
gation of the Church Member to the Church, 
His Pastor, His Denomination. 


In the afternoon, the pastor read the his- 
tory of the church, which was published last 
week in the Easton, Pa., Free Press, and 
which we would be glad to publish, if we 
could spare the space. We may be able to 
do so later. At the conclusion of the pre- 
liminary; services, Rev. E. K. McCord, Sen- 
dai, Japan, gave an address, which The 
Free Press says was a revelation to hun- 
dreds, showing how Japan could be a great 
power for good in the present world-war. 

In the evening service, Rev. W. H. Hainer, 
D. D., of Irvington, N. J., delivered a special 
address on Various Phases of the Denomi- 











affair being splendidly planned 
and executed. 

The outlook for the Milford 
church, as it enters its ninety- 
first year, is especially encour- 
aging, the membership being 
united and its general outlook 
most gratifying. 
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Mentionings 


*** Brother B. F. Albaugh, 
Covington, Ohio, whose illness 
was mentioned in these columns 
some weeks ago, we are glad to 
report, is much improved—is 
able to be up and around again. 
This will be gratifying news to 
his many friends. 


*** Are you ready for 
Thanksgiving? We do not mean 
have you a good turkey for that 
day, or some other kind of a big 
dinner. That is not the essen- 
tial part of preparation for 
Thanksgiving. We need hearts 
which have been prepared be- 
fore the Lord for a faithful and 
an honest review of the past 
| year and a real confession of 
| sin, as it may have come into 
| your life, during the days of the 
year, and then a sincere and 
faithful giving of thanks unto 
the Lord for all of His benefits 
towards us. We need less dinner for our- 
selves and more gratitude to God for all His 
loving-kindness. 
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*** T wish to announce my willingness to 
supply any church within my reach by rail- 
way from East Rochester, N. Y., which may 
be without a pastor. I am also at liberty to 
engage as pastor. Address: Rev. A. G. Ut- 
ter, 7 Creeden Place, East Rochester, N. Y. 


*** Bro. George Worley, Covington, Ohio, 
is deeply interested in the work of Franklin- 
ton Christian College. He is a layman, but 
he knows what is the great need of the col- 
ored people of the South—they need devel- 
opment along moral, spiritual, intellectual, 
and industrial lines. The college is a great 
factor in the building up of the colored peo- 
ple, as indeed are colleges for the white peo- 
ple along similar lines. 
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*** Rev. O. W. Powers, D. D., is aiding 
Rev. John A. Stover in a series of meetings 
at Arthur, Il. 


*** Be sure to read carefully the Call to 
Prayer on page 19. Not only so, but be 
sure to answer the call as requested. 

*** Let us give thanks unto the Lord and 
not gormandize every day and especially not 
on the Day of National Thanksgiving. 

*** “The Apostle Paul Glorying in the 
Gospel of Christ” from the pen of Dr. C. M. 
Jones on page 6 is richly worth your atten- 
tion. 

*** The world situation from the war 
standpoint does not improve perceptibly, 
but the day of the end must be drawing 
nigher. 


*** Rev. J. M. Miller, Christiansburg, 
Ohio, has received and accepted a call to 
become pastor at Utica, Ohio. We wish him 
great success in his new field. 


*** Things are moving nicely here. Dr. 
N. G. Newman is making us a splendid pas- 
tor. He preaches the pure gospel.—Pres. 
W. A. Harper, Elon College, N. C. 


*** As we go to press the news of the 
death of Rev. Geo. W. Draper, of Danville, 
Ill., reaches us, but too late for an extended 
notice. Particulars next week. 


*** The Presbyterian Church has started 
a nationwide campaign in an effort to raise 
$8,000,000 for the religious work of that 
Church in the army and navy. That is a 
most commendable purpose and we wish 
them success. 


*** The sun is rising in “the Sunrise” 
Kingdom. In the Japanese Parliament 
fourteen of the 381 members are Christians, 
and that while less than one-half per cent. 
of the nation is Christian. One of these 
Christians has been trusted with the speak- 
ership in Parliament. 


*** The churches at Rural Grove and 
Randall, N. Y., are in need of a pastor. I 
will require a man of good preaching abil- 
ity and the gifts of a good pastor to fill the 
place. If you are interested, you may ad- 
dress Rev. J. Bowdish Gove, Sprakers, N. Y., 
nm. D. 4. 


*** Let the friends of THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LSBERTY be up and doing to increase 
its circulation. We need them and they 
need THE HERALD. We can be mutually 
helpful, if we may but get together. We 
have many rich articles in store for our 
readers during the coming weeks. 


*** Let us get together for the work. 
Never mind about our whims, if any man 
can “deliver the goods” by doing a gcod 
work for the cause of Christ, we say: “To 
the winds with our ‘whims’ ”—let us give 
him @ helping hand. No matter how much 
we may dislike him personally, give him a 
helping hand and your earnest sympathy in 
his labors—the work is for the cause of 
Christ. Let us not put ourselves in the way 
of any man who can and does truly do the 
work to which he is called. 
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*** The dear Father is smiling upon the 
work here. We are enjoying a large in- 
crease at the Sunday services. We have 
also had eleven new members added to our 
Christian Endeavor Society, with an extra 
prayer service of volunteers for each week. 
Praise the Lord.—Rev. James M. Pittman, 
Emerson, N. Y. 


*** Brother H. C. Phelps, North Greece, 
N. Y., has a cheering word in this issue. 
He thinks the North Greece Church under 
the labors of Rev. J. H. Bassett is doing 
splendidly and the outlook is hopeful. He 
recalls his visit to the West three years ago 
with much pleasure and would like to make 
it again. Come on, brother and sister, a 
welcome awaits your coming. 


*** Rev. J. Bowdish Gove has not been 
very well for some weeks past, but his 
many friends and conference associates will 
be glad to hear that he is gaining in health, 
and hopes soon to be in the active work 
again. He has done a great work for the 
New York Eastern Conference and it is 
hoped he may be spared for many days of 
blessed service yet in the same field. 


*** We rejoice with Massachusetts in the 
signal victory the State gained in the re- 
cent elections on the matter of appropriat- 
ing the people’s money for the support of 
sectarian institutions. The State defeated 
the proposition by a majority of seventy- 
five thousand votes. The same, or a similar 
action, will likely follow in other States. 
See Dr. Carlyle Summerbell’s letter on page 
twenty. 


*** Rey. John A. Dillon is now located at 
Linden, Iowa, where he is pastor of Linden 
and Shiloh churches. Elsewhere in this 
issue will be found an account of the closing 
up of his labors at Griswold and the 
Wheelers Grove churches. We wish him 
great success in his new field. Since his 
removal he has been much indisposed, but 
he has the advantage of many pastors, since 
Mrs. Dillon can fill his appointments in 
case of his sickness. 


*** Great souls are not ashamed of small 
things. Daniel Webster was once pleading 
for Dartmouth College, and among the good 
things he said on that occasion was this: 
“She is a little college, but I love her.” That 
sentiment is an honor to the great man and 
it is well worth remembering, although Dan- 
iel Webster has been gone a great many 
years. The Christian Church is not large, 
but I love her. Let as many as favor that 
motion say, “I,” and say it like you mean 
it—she deserves it and every member ought 
to give her what justly belongs to her. If 
any man feels that he is too large to say 
such a thing of the Christian Church, we 
will excuse him from saying it, but when 
he wishes his salary paid, he ought to ex- 
cuse the Church, if it be not forthcoming. 
We are after no one in particular, just 
speaking on general principles, unless some 
one, unknown to us, is guilty—in that case, 
we mean him! 
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*** Rev. McD. Howsare is working his 
campaign for church attendance in a lively 
way. Sunday, Nov. 11, 520 people were in 
attendance, including all services of the day. 
On Sunday, Nov. 18, 630 were in attendance. 
Last Sunday, Mr. Orion Bowman gave a 
very suggestive address on the Organization 
of the Sunday-school. It was Young Peo- 
ple’s Day. The singing by the young people 
was very good and greatly enjoyed. In the 
evening the Missionary Society held a very 
interesting service. 

*** My people have purchased a fine par- 
sonage and paid cash for it. The money 
was raised in two days’ time. This par- 
sonage is for the pastorate of Charity Cha- 
pel and Spring Creek Churches. No preacher 
has a better people than I have found in 
these two churches. We are planning some 
good things for the future of our work. 
One of our organized Sunday-school classes 
is now ready to put $125 in a Sunday-school 
library. Please find enclosed the price of a 
preacher’s subscription to one of the best 
Christian papers published—Rev. J. C. 
Francis, Sidney, Ohio, R. D. 2. 


*** Why is the religious press so silent 
upon the temperance question? It has been 
noted that the church papers remained 
silent during the late Dry campaign. We 
know our paper fearlessly stands for the 
right in all things, and so we could not un- 
derstand why there has been nothing from 
the religious press for so long on this ques- 
tion—M. L. We did not realize that we had 
been derelict in duty in this paper. We 
certainly have not meant to be and hope 
we have not fallen entirely short in this 
matter. We understand the campaign lead- 
ers meant to have this a gumshoe campaign. 
This may have kept the church papers from 
usual activity, although not in the case of 
THE HERALD, except indirectly. We cer- 
tainly stand for the Dry side of the question 
out and out and always. 


*** Our Rally Day was a great success— 
all that could be hoped for. We had 708 in 
attendance and the collection was $80. The 
first year of my pastorate here we worked 
for an attendance of 500—we had present 
530. The second year, we worked for 600 
and had 666. This year we worked to reach 
700—we had 708, and we had this number 
in spite of big attractions and tremendous 
efforts put on by other big churches. The 
Methodists had a big automobile parade, 
headed by the City Brass Band. The Dis- 
ciples had a professional whistler to enter- 
tain them at their school—Rev. Leon E- 
Smith, Huntington, Ind. We sincerely wish 
Bro. Smith and his Huntington people great 
success in doing the Lord’s work, but that 
does not mean that we wish they may ever 
imitate some of their neighbors in the mat- 
ter of an automobile parade and giving an 
exhibition of professional whistling, in order 
to get a record attendance. We are glad to 
believe that Bro. Smith’s preaching of the 
gospel and the splendid services at the 
church may always be all the attraction they 
will need in order to get the people to come. 
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THE APOSTLE PAUL GLORYING IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 


I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, 
FOR IT IS THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION 
TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH.—Romans 1: 16. 


By Rev. Charles Melancthon Jones, D. D., Berkeley, Cal. 


I. INCLINATIONS TO COWARDICE 


We who to-day may feel tempted to 
shrink from Christian profession and serv- 
ice ought to look into the conditions affect- 
ing the man who made the sublime avowal 
of confidence in the gospel; for we can but 
faintly appreciate our advantages, and 
would do well to look up the well-nigh be- 
wildering considerations which perplexed 
those who were under conviction of duty in 
the first century, and especially the man 
who made the great avowal, Paul, one-time 
gospel persecutor, then for a liftime gospel 
promoter. 


(1) Christian was Slurred for Its 
Disgraceful Origin. 


To the vast outside world to which Paul 
went as a missionary, ard which was un- 
acquainted with the real personal issues, 
the Jews tried to make it appear that Jesus 
was put to death, the most shameful kind 
of a death, by the legal condemnation of 
the most enlightened and high-minded of 
His own people; and that this judgment 
had been justified and executed by the sup- 
ervising imperial authority of Rome. The 
Jew, who was to be found almost every- 
where in the channels of travel and trade, 
made the most of this advantage, and the 
taunt of impotence flung at the dying Christ 
at Calvary was made to do duty in distant 
countries. 


(2) The Christian Founders were Ignored 
as Ignoble Men. 

Shortly after the War of the Revolution 
began, General Howe, British commander 
at New York, “We have 
concluded to ignore Mr. Washington.” It 


wrote home: 


has done very little good to try to ignore 
Washington, but at the time it seemed feas- 
ible, and this attitude must have often suc- 
ceeded with the superficial and short-sighted 
of those days. It was even attempted to 
“ignore” Abraham Lincoln, under cover of 
slurring him as only a joshing mountebank. 
So back there in the first century the frivo- 
lous Festus slurred Paul’s impassioned gos- 
pel plea as the frenzy of a religious mono- 
maniac. And if Christ’s great apostle was 
discounted as having lost mental balance 
from learning too much, Christ Himself was 
disparaged with not having learned at all— 
a mere “carpenter,” “how knoweth this man 
letters, having never learned?” It was in- 
timated that His disciples had gotten more 
fish than philosophy, had collected more 
taxes than theology. But Paul, the one 


really unmistakable scholar among the apos- 
tles, was not only not mortified by his apos- 
tolic companions, but went them one better 
in modesty, by declaring ‘himself willing 
to be “accounted a fool for Christ;” deter- 
mined to “know nothing but Christ and him 
crucified.” 





(3) The Make-up of the Christian Mem- 
ber was Made Out to be Disreputable. 
It seemed to make little or no difference 
that a Lydia and Cornelius and a Timothy 
were to be found here and there, and Paul 
himself; the churches were estimated in the 
mass. Because Jesus welcomed the publi- 
cans and harlots to His saving grace and 
fellowship, He was Himself called the most 
opprobrious names. And because the most 
part of the Corinthian Church was gathered 
from the slums of the large cosmopolitan 
trade-city, they were lumped off, and their 
missionary-pastor with them, as “the filth 
of the world and the offscouring of all 
things.” Caste and social respectability, 
Jewish pharisaism and Gentile exclusive- 
ism, might frown and rage at the indiscrim- 
inate make-up of the churches, as later ages 
and modern civilization have done, but Paul 
was proud of the Christian opportunity to 
reveal how “Christ loved the Church, and 
gave Himself for it, that He might present 
the Church unto Himself as glorious; not 
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blem- 
ish.” 


(4) The Christian Believer was Outlawed 
by Jew and Gentile. 


Paul did his best to prove that he was 
no anarchist, by maintaining the wisdom 
and justice of secular authority in the ab- 
stract. But in his heart he had a very 
poor opinion of the “rulers of this world 
that come to naught.” Nero, Paul’s Caesar 
or Kaiser, certainly at last pitifully came 
to naught, but during his reign he gave 
Paul no little trouble and at last repaid 
Paul for his loyal instruction on obedience 
to the “powers that be” by cutting off the 
apostle’s head. In those good old autocratic 
days one could not attempt to clean house 
in hierarchy, community, province, or em- 
pire without incurring the charge of trea- 
son and the risk of the chill shadow of the 
prison, the gleam of the ax, or the glare 
of the wild beast of the imperial amphi- 
theater. Yet Paul, notwithstanding his 
“prisons ofte,” his scourgings, and his ston- 
ing, and the prospect of the final axe, was 
ever unafraid and utterly unashamed; yea, 
“rejoicing in tribulation.” 


(5) The Christian Faith was Ridiculed as 
Unreasonable. 


Grecian philosophy ruled the world. By 
“Greek,” Paul meant the learned thinker 
everywhere. This “Greek” culture counted 
Christianity a mess of foolishness. The 
philosophic gentile belonged, as a rule, to 
one or other of two great systems. The 
Epicureans laughed at the self-sacrifice of 
Christ’s cross because they commended and 
practiced self-enjoyment. On. the other 
hand the Stoic frowned at the story of the 
garden’s agony, the pathos of the cruel trial 
of Jesus, and the excruciating catastrophe 


of the crucifixion, because he had no place 
for feeling or sentiment in his cold, worldly 
wisdom. Greece, which had banished Aris- 
tides and poisoned Socrates, had her myriad 
altars complimenting religion, and her mul- 
titude of thinkers reasoning and specula- 
ting, but she was too corruptly selfish to 
appreciate the crucified Christ. 

But the humble Christian missionaries 
were out not to controvert, but to convert, 
not in pursuit of conferences on religion, 
but for conversions to religion. The world 
was wrong side up and they were turning 
it upside down. Even Paul, a splendid 
philosopher and psychologist, expressed the 
anxious solicitude: “Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of this world, and not after 
Christ.” 


There was, then, much to cause many to 
hesitate, to avoid an avowal, and to recon- 
sider one. A Master meanly and miserably 
put to death; the leaders He left behind 
without social, literary, or political pres- 
tige; associations of fellowship often un- 
natural and uncongenial; a cause put under 
ban of cruel persecution; and a system of 
belief the sport of the world’s thinkers— 
these things have all been modified or abol- 
ished since then, but they were cruelly po- 
tent and repressive with every sensitive 
mind and heart. And yet can we of to-day 
say as sincerely and fearlessly and as cor- 
dially and as joyously as did Paul, that we 
are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ? 
And what was it that enabled the apostle 
to discount and surmount the well-nigh 
paralyzing considerations we have just can- 
vassed, but can hardly properly conceive? 


II. INSPIRATIONS TO COURAGE 

(1) The Gospel Is an Acknowledged Force. 

“It is the power.” Notwithstanding its 
early shameful catastrophe, despite its de- 
ficient equipment in leadership and member- 
ship, in spite of its trial by sharp sword 
and sharper sarcasm, it has moved forward 
through the centuries, and is to-day the 
mightiest of moral and spiritual influences. 
(2) The Gospel Is «a Wholesome Force. 


“It is the power unto salvation.” Chris- 
tianity is the only system that ever proposed 
to make whole; and to become whole is to 
become holy, and to be holy in the making 
of character is to be wholesome. Some one 
has said that it is no wonder that the gods 
of the heathen were dashed to the ground 
when we know that the scimeters were so 
sharp and the tempers so ferocious that im- 
pelled their use. But no imperial lust of 
power impelled the gospel preachers who 
went out like their Lord to “seek and to save 
that which is lost.” Lives were reclaimed 
and homes transformed and characters 
transfigured, because the Spirit of God was 
the energy and the love of Christ the motive 
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and the good of men the object of the gospel 


ministry. 


(3) The Gospel Is a DIvINE Force. 


“It is the power of God unto salvation.” 


Christ Jesus.” 


There has always been a plenty of the 
“form of godliness” in the world, the burn- 


ing shame has been in “denying the power 


thereof.” Pharisaism invoked the power of 
reputation, Romanism invoked the power of 
: the state by dominating and directing the 


glorious and joyous avowal he declares: 
“There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there 
can be neither bond nor free, there can be 
no male nor female; for ye are all one in 


A STRONG ARGUMENT 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 
Dr. James Stalker says that Paul’s con- 
version “is one of the strong apologetic posi- 
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A friend of mine, an agnostic, once told 
me that the argument for Christianity af- 
forded by the conversion of the apostle Paul 
was by no means an easy one for the un- 


believer to deal with. He realized that it 


was difficult to explain why the great 
apostle, who had been a zealous persecutor 
of the Christians, should all at once embrace 
Christianity, sacrificing all his brilliant 
prospects for a life of self-denial and suf- 


secular authority, Mahomet invoked the 


ruthless power of the sword in religious 
fanaticism, Confucius invoked the power 
of self-interest and Buddha the power of 
self-renunciation, but Jesus Christ in- 
voked the power of the divine fellowship 
and the divine regeneration—God’s coop- 
erating and converting grace by the pow- 
er of Spirit upon spirit. 


(4) The Gospel Is an Impartial Force. 

“To every one that believeth.” 

Said the Scribe and the Pharisee: 
“This multitude that knoweth not the law 
is cursed.” Said the cultured Roman 
poet: “The common herd I execrate, and 
would expel from the holy places.” But 
Jesus Christ said: “Come unto me, all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden.” He 
reminded the Brahmin of Judaism, that 
God’s world-wide love in redeeming and 
blessing was to “whosoever believeth;” 
and to the Samaritan sinner He com- 


tions of Christianity.” 


fering, unless he was convinced by over- 


whelming evidence that in trying to de- 
stroy Christianity he was opposing God. 

For, it must be remembered, the ques- 
tion of Christianity’s truth was not one 
of an abstract nature to the apostle after 
his conversion. It was no mere opinion 
in his case, but a matter of which his 
senses were the judge. As to the mir- 
acles he wrought in the name of the risen 
Christ, there was no room for mistake. 
He could not have been self-deceived. 
The only question is as to his veracity; 
and his trustworthiness is proved by the 
fact that his acceptance of Christianity 
meant the rejection of all the world holds 
dear for everything it considers con- 
temptible and undesirable. 

Greg, the rationalist, admitted that the 
argument for Christianity based upon 
Paul’s acceptance of the religion he had 
done his utmost to destroy was a very 





















: mended for blessing the 
drinketh” of the living water of His gos- 


pel favor. 
Some one once ask- 
| ed a gospel enthusi- 
ast as to who was, 
| “England’s Prime 
“Minister?” and got 
the prompt answer: 
“Spurgeon!” And 
Spurgeon was led to 
the faith and ministry 
I he made so phenom- 
enal and international 
by the stumbling ex- 
hortation of an igno- 
rant exhorter in a 
very cheap. chapel. 
Gladstone was asked 
to speak to a way- 


ward child of his 

that are 
house servant, and 
left the weighty 


duties of an empire to 

do it heartily and ef- 

fectively. The Prin- 

cess Alice of Vic- 
toria’s family, mar- 
ried to a _ foreign 
prince and losing her 
sweet little children, 
and nearly insane 
with grief, testified 
that she was led out 
of the mists of unbe- 
lief and into the com- 
fort of a living faith 
in Jesus by the talk- 
ing of a very humble 
Scotch woman. 

In the very epistle 
from which we have 
taken our great text 
which gives Paul’s 





“whosoever 
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PRESIDENT’S 


“By the President of the United 

States of America. 

“A Proclamation: 

“It has long been the honored custom 
of our people to turn in the fruitful 
autumn of the year in praise and 
thanksgiving to Almighty God for His 
many blessings and mercies to us as a 
nation. That custom we can follow 
even now in the midst of the tragedy 
of a world shaken by .war and im- 
measurable disaster, in the midst of 
sorrow and great peril, because even 
amidst the darkness that has gathered 
about us we can see the great blessings 
God has bestowed upon us, blessings 
better than mere peace of 
mind and prosperity of enterprise. 

“We have been given the opportunity 
to serve mankind as we once served 
ourselves in the great day of our Deec- 
laration of Independence, by taking up 
arms against a tyranny that threatened 
to master and debase men everywhere 
and joining with other free peoples in 
demanding for all the nations of the 
world what we then demanded and ob- 
tained for ourselves. In this day of the 
revelation of our duty not only to de- 
fend our own rights as a nation, but 
to defend also the rights of free men 
throughout the world, there has been 
vouchsafed us in full and inspiring 
measure the resolution and spirit of 
united action. We have been brought 
to one mind and purpose. A new vigor 
of common counsel and common action 
has been revealed in us. 

“We should especially thank God that 
in such circumstances, in the midst of 
the greatest enterprise the spirits of 
men have entered upon, we have, if we 
observe a reasonable and practicable 





strong one. 


/ 


PROCLAMATION 


economy, abundance with which to sup- 
ply the needs of those associated with 
us as well as our own. A new light 
shines upon us. The great duties of 
a new day awaken a new and greater 
national spirit in us. We shall never 
again be divided or wonder what stuff 
we are made of, 

“And while we render thanks for those 
things let us pray Almighty God that 
in all humbleness of spirit we may look 
always to Him for guidance; that we 
may be Kept constant in the spirit and 
purpose of service; that by His grace 
our minds may be directed and our 
hands strengthened; and that in His 
zood time liberty and security and 
peace and the comradeship of a com- 
mon justice may be vouchsafed all the 
nations of the earth. 

“Wherefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, Pres- 
ident of the United States of America, 
designate Thursday, the 
twenty-ninth day of November next, as 
a day of thanksgiving and prayer, and 
invite the people throughout the land 
to cease upon that day from their ordi- 
nary occupations and in their several 
homes and places of worship to render 
thanks to God, the great Ruler of na- 
tions. 

“In witness whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

“Done in the District of Columbia this 
seventh day of November, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand, nine hundred 
and seventeen, and of the independence 
of the United States of America the 
hundred and forty-second. 

“WOODROW WILSON. 
“By the President: Robert Lansing, 
“Secretary of State.” 


do hereby 
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Indeed, no satisfactory explanation ex- 
cept that of the New Testament can be 


given; and the candid, 
intelligent investiga- 
tor will arrive at the 
same conclusion as 
did Lord Lyttelton, an 
eighteenth-century 
skeptic, who was con- 
verted to Christianity 
through investigating 
the New Testament 
history of the apostle 
to the Gentiles, the 
results of his study 
being given in his 
“Conversion of St. 
Paul,” an essay high- 
ly praised by the fam- 
ous Dr. Johnson and 
one that still holds a 
high place in the lit- 
erature of Christian 
evidences. 


“Then he said unto 
them, Go your way, 
eat the fat, and drink 
the sweet, and send 
portions unto him for 
whom nothing is pre- 
pared; for this day is 
holy unto our Lord; 
neither be ye grieved; 
for the joy of Jehovah 
is your strength.”— 
Neh. 8: 10. 


“He who lives on 
earth with no outlook 
toward heaven is 
worse than dead.” 
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SOME NEEDS 


By Mrs. W. A. Harper, Elon College, N. C. 


There is no mistaking the fact that our 
missionary work is progressing. We are 
not where we were three years ago, nor yet 
even three months ago. But our progress 
is not adequate nor is it universal. Only a 
fringe of our women are affected by it. 
The command is to all, and there is no ex- 
ception. Before all shall be harnessed up 
to the lead some things are fundamentally 
necessary. I have tried to outline some of 
these needs in this paper. 

The first thing necessary, the first thing 
needful, is to know what the Bible teaches 
relative to missions. The Bible is truly a 
missionary book. The very first verse, when 
understood in its legitimate implications, is 
but a forecasting of the missionary propa- 
ganda. “In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth,” we read. But 
what does this signify? It signifies 
that God intended the whole earth to 
be His vineyard and all its people His 
people. There is no justification by 
Scripture of the chosen people, only 
in so far as they chose God, loved Him 
more devoutly than any other nation, 
and therefore were better qualified to 
lead others to Him. 

When Adam and Eve had fallen, an- 
other great missionary text looms up 
large and hopeful amid the encircling 
gloom, and it is the promise that the 
seed of the woman shall bruise the 
serpent’s head and that consequently 
man shall ultimately as a race see and 
know God. When Abraham is called, 
it is expressly stated in that splendid 
missionary text that God would bless 
him that he might in turn be a bless- 
ing, a universal, world-wide blessing 
at that, for “in thee,” so promises God, 
“in thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed.” And Abraham believed 
God, and so became the highest type 
of faith. His faith is seen not in his 
moving from the land of his birth, Ur of 
the Chaldees, for any Bedouin chieftain 
would have done that. It requires no faith 
to do what everybody around is constantly 
doing. Abraham’s faith was seen in his 
belief that he should be a blessing to all 
men because God said so. 

There is no doubt the Jews as a race 
misunderstood this call. There is no doubt 
they felt God loved them better than other 
folks. The prophet Jonah was too fine a 
man in his own estimation to associate with 
Ninevites. And he did not wish them 
saved. God had to provide a large fish to 
swallow him for three days, where his asso- 
ciation was even more degrading and be- 
fouling than Nineveh, to teach him the fun- 
damental doctrine of missions—that God is 
Father of all men and wishes to win all 
men to Himself. He later had to send the 
nation itself into bondage to teach it that 
He did not love it more than other peoples, 
all of whom are dear and precious to His 
loving heart. 

Of the New Testament, the very breath 
of whose teaching is preeminently mission- 
ary, it is unnecessary in detail to speak. 
God has never left the Church in doubt as 
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to its missionary obligation. The Bible is 
shot through with missionary teaching. If 
you were to extract from it the texts that 
reveal God’s will concerning missions, the 
old Book would be disfigured beyond iden- 
tification. It would bleed itself to death. 
The first thing for every woman therefore 
to do is to read the Bible through with pen- 
cil in hand to mark every passage tha* 
teaches missions. Such a reading will kindle 
in each heart a burning enthusiasm, a fire 
that will not, cannot, be quenched. 

Our second duty, sisters, is to know what 
is doing. This means mission study classes, 
which shall teach us missionary history, mis- 
sionary biography, and missionary achieve- 
ment. We will begin with the Acts of the 
Apostles and, continuing down to our own 
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THE MISSIONARY ARCH 


day, read and study the modern Acts of the 
Apostles, the heroic, sacrificial deeds of our 
missionary men and women of the gospel 
frontier in the non-Christian lands. Mis- 
sionary information is fundamental to mis- 
sionary zeal. The reason why we have so 
long been indifferent to missions is that we 
have not known. “My people do not know,” 
said the Lord. Our ignorance has been our 
undoing, not our bliss. But with opened 
eyes we shall sense duty and help glorify 
our Lord. 

The next need is comprehended in the 
little word how. How? How shall we meet 
our obligation? Shall we go or send? And 
how? The methods that have crowned o‘her 
sisters of ours in their efforts to obey the 
King’s command we must know. Their ex- 
perience shall prove our best teacher, and 
no tuition will be charged. There is a 
wonderful literature of methodology in mis- 
sionary work. It has been created in the 
crucible of experience. It is reliable and 
worth while. We need to acquaint our- 
selves with it and to place it in the hands 
of all our women, that they may be fruitful 
in their efforts to serve. We need, it seems 
to me, to set aside a definite sum for liter- 
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ature of this type for free distribution. So 
many times I am asked to send literature to 
anxious women, and I have only constitu- 
tions to send. A few dollars spent in liter- 
ature of method will bear a handsome divi- 
dend of profit in the coming days. To with- 
hold here is to be short-sighted indeed. We 
must know and also know how. Then we 
shall achieve. 

Provided we have sympathy—first from 
the pastor and secondly from the church. 
An indifferent minister in this vital issue 
of missions is to my mind an unspeakable 
calamity for any church. Such a minister 
is the unexplainable paradox of our day— 
a glaring anomaly, an_ inconsistency 
throughout. How can the man, called of 
God to minister in holy things, be indiffer- 
ent to the movement, to any movement, that 
has as its inspiration and aim the carrying 
out of our Lord’s supreme commandment? 
I give it up. Either God has made a mis- 
take (an unthinkable proposition) or 
the man called himself to preach. For 
my part, I will support no pastor whe 
is out of sympathy with missions. Our 
first duty is obedience to Christ, and 
the only reason why we owe any obedi- 
ence to our pastor is that he is leading 
us joyously in Christ’s way. Nor will 
I be satisfied for my pastor to be 
merely tolerant toward the work of 
the woman’s missionary society. He 
must not only acquiesce in our efforts. 
He must lead us into our duty. We 
women are ready. Let our shepherds 
lead the way. 

The church, too, owes us sympathy, 
active and sincere. What I have said 
about my inability to understand the 
minister out of sympathy with mis- 
sions applies with increased force to 
the church. The church does not exist 
for itself. Its duty is to serve, to 
give itself freely, willingly, entirely 
for world-evangelization. I do not 
care to have fellowship with a church 
that is so narrow in its vision as to 
be unable to comprehend any duty 
for itself outside its own petty in- 
terests. The self-centered, selfish church 
—God must abhor it. It is fit for the 
grave. But the missionary church is 
Christ’s avenue of approach to the winning 
of the world to Himself. To that church 
has been promised blessing untold and the 
keys of heaven. We women have a right to 
be supported by a church like that, and we 
will be. My faith teaches me that ere long 
every church will be so inclined to our splen- 
did cause, because it is our Master’s will 
that it should be so. 


We women need also to know the joy of 
living, giving to the point of blood as two 
who recently gave largely of their means 4- 
missions phrased the extent of their sacr 





fice. But to them it was a joyous sacrifice, 
hallowed in tears and sanctified in the con- 
sciousness that God willed it so. We cannot 
be content to give our monthly dues nor to 
assist in raising a few extra dollars by 
methods which many Christian leaders con- 
sider of doubtful spiritual value, and many 
others openly condemned as unscriptural. 
We must not be content with taking a life- 
membership of ten dollars nor with con- 
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tributing weekly for missions through the 
regular church offering. With all these 
methods of giving, worthy as they are, we 
will not be content. We will give till its 
hurts. We will give till we feel the sacri- 
fice, if we wish to know the full privilege 
of Christian stewardship. I feel sure our 
womanly hearts in this age are not less 
sacrificial than the widow, who gave her all 
into the Lord’s treasury. It is not what we 
give that counts with God, so much as what 
we have left behind for ourselves. When 
we recognize the full significance of this 
truth, our mission treasury will overflow 
with dollars gladly garnered, and hearts in 
every section of the Church will pulsate 
with quickened beat. God hasten that glad 
day! 

But the capstone of our missionary arch 
is lacking. Knowing what God’s Word 
teaches, knowing the facts of missions, 
knowing how to work, having a minister 
that is aggressively missionary, with mem- 
bership in a church militant in its zeal for 
world-conquest for Christ, and experiencing 
the joy in the heart of sacrificial giving— 
six splendid stones these in triune columns 
facing each other, capable of strong and 
valiant coherence only on condition that the 
arch have its strength perpetuated by the 
proper placing of the capstone. And what 
is that capstone? It is prayer. We cannot 
do the missionary deed in our human 
strength. Not knowledge of the Bible, not 
acquaintance with the deeds done and doing 
by missionaries, not plans, not human sym- 
pathy, not glittering dollars will bring us 
the victory our hearts yearn for in this mis- 
sionary crusade of our Christian aspiration. 
We need all these things. They are good in 
their place. But the resource of inestimable 
worth, the one thing needful, in the ultimate 
analysis, in the blessing of Him who holds 
all things in the hollow of His hands, with- 
out whom all our efforts will be in vain. 
Let us never forget that prayer is our hope 
and our victory. And so, sisters, for mis- 
sions let us pray every day, ceaselessly, nev- 
er doubting that God will own and bless 
our efforts then. The fervent, effectual 
prayer of a righteous woman shall avail 
mightily in this supreme duty of the 
Church. 


PREACHING 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


A great deal is heard in these days about 
the power of the press, and the claim has 
been made that the gospel is preached more 
effectively by printer’s ink than by the min- 
ister in the pulpit. It is true that through 
the press more persons can be reached than 
in any other way, but nothing can take the 
place of the gospel message as it is pre- 
sented from the sacred desk. 

To the average man or women, oral 
preaching is more effective than the printed 
page, but to the mind trained to think the 
book excels in some kinds of teaching, be- 
cause it gives time for reflection as the 
reader goes along from argument to argu- 
ment. All really well-educated persons are 
to some degree much like Henry Ward 
Beecher, who said, “As I read I always be- 
gin to think in various directions, and that 
makes my reading slow.” 
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The apostles preached the gospel by both 
voice and pen, but the former was most 
effective in introducing their message, their 
epistles being supplementary to their verbal 
teaching. 

In heathen lands the missionary finds oral 
preaching the only method of proclaiming 
the truth until the work of translating the 
sacred Book has been accomplished, and 
then the spoken and the written Word sup- 
plement each other. No matter how many 
copies of the Bible are issued, they do not 
take the place of the preacher’s voice; and 
by means of native helpers, the Word of 
God is read and expounded from the sacred 
desk at regular periods, if the work of mis- 
sionaries in heathen countries prove highly 
effective. 


Religious literature contains a large num- 
ber of instances to show that God has great- 
ly blessed the work of tract distributors and 
others who endeavor through the printed 
page to proclaim the truths of the gospel. 
But to recognize that this is so does not in- 
dicate that such work can by any means 
take the place of oral preaching. Indeed, 
the Scriptures plainly teach that preaching 
from the sacred desk is intended to be the 
chief way of proclaiming the gospel, and 
that all other means are auxiliary to it. 

The pulpit, the press, and daily life 
should all be effective preachers of the gos- 
pel. He whose life shows that he has been 
born from above is constantly impressing 
those with whom he comes in contact with 
the excellence of religion; and he who fails 
to preach by a godly life, whatever gifts 
he may possess as a scholar or an orator, 
will accomplish very little by his efforts in 
the pulpit or by his pen among those who 
are acquainted with his daily manner of 
living and know that his conduct is not 
consistent with his teaching. 


THE HYPOCRITICAL PRETENSIONS 
OF INFIDELS 


We are reluctant to lay the charge of hy- 
pocrisy against any man, but now and then 
the man makes it so plain that his hypocrisy 
is in control of his life work that we can 
scarcely find any other word to express the 
truth. Along certain lines the infidel finds 
it convenient to spurn the claims of Chris- 
tianity. He denies and does nothing for the 
uplift of his fellow men. Along certain 
other lines he affirms and still does not. He 
is a sort of a do-nothing institution. He 
makes great professions of not doing and of 
doing, and the only thing he makes good in 
is not doing the things which are designed 
to bring an uplift to his fellows. They 
practically always spurn the thought of the 
spiritual good of their fellows. Then they 
in like manner proclaim their faith in doing 
for the physical good, but they profess and 
do not. The best you can make of an infidel 
is a sort of negative character—he denies 
about everything that is good and there he 
leaves it, and what he does not deny, he pro- 
fesses and does not, so he may as well be 
classed as one who is simply negative. 

If you wish to disprove these statements, 
why just come along and show us the col- 
leges founded and supported by infidels, or 
the hospitals established and maintained by 
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infidels, or the orphan asylums built in the 
name of humanity, and if you can bring 
forward such institutions in numbers suffi- 
cient to justify a denial of our position, we 
must surrender, but if you cannot do that, 
then our claim will stand as true till such 
facts are produced. They evidently belong 
to that class which Jesus classed as saying 
and doing not. If the world were filled with 
that class of men and women, not much 
would be done for the advancement of hu- 
manity in the better side of life. The truth 
is we do not need any increase in this class 
of our population. The few we have are not 
worth to the world enough to justify their 
presence among men. God in mercy is wait- 
ing patiently to give them all the time pos- 
sible that they may come to do better—that 
they may come to see the aim and end of the 
life that now is and so be induced to prepare 
for the life to come, meantime they are 
drinking in all they can to satisfy to satiate 
the self-life. 

Can any reader of this journal point out a 
single infidel in the history of this country 
who has dedicated his life to the good of 
his fellows in any generous and unselfish 
way? If so, bring us the facts, and if you 
cannot bring the facts, then you will be 
wise to say not a word against the claims 
here presented. 

The Lutheran Church and Observer puts 
the case this way: 


WHY NO MISSIONS? 


Infidels are fond of proclaiming themselves 
the champions of education. Enlighten peo- 
ple with knowledge, they say, and they will 
cast aside all superstition. Indeed, the only 
reason so many people believe in Christ and 
the Bible is their lack of culture, of informa- 
tion. Free-thinkers look upon education as 
the sole panacea. They are loud in their ad- 
vocacy. 

And yet does any one know of a single 
mission that the infidels of this and other 
countries have established to send their 
much-vaunted education to the people of pa- 
gan lands? If they really believe that edu- 
cation is the remedy for all superstitions 
and their attendant evils, why in the world 
are they not willing to make some sacrifice 
of men and money to send it to benighted 
countries? 

On the other hand the Christian Church 
believes in education, as well as in religion, 
and she spends millions of dollars and de- 
votes hundreds of men and women every 
vear to establish both schools and churches 
in heathen countries. Remember, wherever 
she erects churches, there she also erects 
schools and establishes colleges. “By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” Applying this 
sure test, who gives the clearest proof of 
sincerity and earnestness, the infidel and 
free-thinkers or the people of the Christian 
Church? 


*** The American Bible Society has 
agreed to furnish 1,000,000 copies of the 
New Testament for our American soldiers. 
They have sent out 700,000 volumes since 
May, 1917. To do this they have kept their 
printing presses running day and night. 
This is a heavy expense and the Society is 
asking its friends to make donations of 
money to help them pay expenses. Send 
any offering for this purpose to The Amer- 
ican Bible Society, New York City, N. Y. 


“The way to surpass others in their work 
is to work a little harder and do it a little 
better.” 
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INTERCHURCH COMITY, INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE AND GOOD-WILL 


Secretary American Christian Convention, Dayton, 


In the assignment of subjects it has fallen 
to me to write of the Congress on the Pur- 
pose and Methods of Interchurch Federa- 
tion, held at Pittsburgh, Pa., with reference 
to Interchurch Comity, International Jus- 
tice, and Good-will. The Congress was a 
unit in its opinion, enthusiastic in its ex- 
pression, and definite in its emphasis con- 
cerning the rightness, the importance, the 
advantage, and the obligations of Comity, 
Justice, and Good-will. 

The Sub-Commission on Interchurch Com- 
ity was composed of eight men, of which 
Rev. J. H. Bomberger, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
was chairman. These gentlemen had been 
chosen because of their especial fitness for 
the service, and after very careful and pro- 
longed investigation they began their report 
with the following paragraphs: 


I. INTERCHURCH COMITY CONSTRUED AND 
CHARACTERIZED 

1. The spirit of interchurch brotherliness 
is the essential prerequisite to all real co- 
operation. Confronted as the Church of 
Christ is to-day by world problems of im- 
measurable complexity and_ significance, 
calling urgently for solution, there has come 
to prevail a feeling of almost contemptuous 
impatience with all inclination to thrust the 
petty and inconsequential to the fore by 
undue insistence upon questions of form and 
method and nomenclature. This rapidly- 
spreading spirit of oneness finds expression 
in the increasing interdenominational min- 
gling of Christians for whom the conception 
of a world-wide, Christ-dominated brother- 
hood has come to have supreme attractive- 
ness. 

2. But interchurch comity is not merely 
a fraternal sentiment, but also a construc- 
tive force. While in the one aspect it is the 
specific solvent for sectarian asperities thus 
promoting fellowship among the members of 
the denominations, this is but the starting- 
point. It moves on and up from these first 
principles to the working out of a definite 
program of constructive achievement. And 
this cooperative concentration of the 
churches upon their common task promises 
to be the supremely effective human force, 
in the hands of Christ, for the saving of the 
nations and the reconstruction of society. 


It is evident that one of the valuable re- 
sults of the spirit of comity is to be found 
in the growth and development of the 
churches themselves. All too long have the 
churches fought each other, and spent their 
energies in a vigilance against mutual ag- 
gression and an effort to secure first place 
in the community, instead of devoting their 
energies to the common task of saving men 
from sin. The central thought of the prayer 
of our Lord was for the unity of faith, that 
the world might believe, and when the 
churches come to realize this, all differences 
will disappear in a unity that will convince 
men everywhere that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God. So far neither the Federal 
Council, nor any of its commissions, have 
suggested the elimination of denominational 
lines, but have emphasized the closest co- 
operation and the sanest federation of local 
churches in the work of the Kingdom. The 
Commission on Interchurch Comity submit- 
ted, as a part of its report to the Congress, 
the following plan for local federation: 


a. The Comity Committee of one of the 
State Federations says: “In deciding which 
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of two or more churches should cease to exist 
as a distinct organization, various consid- 
erations may properly enter into the discus- 
sion; such as the age of the churches, the 
number of members, the value of real estate 
and endowments which they may hold, the 
situation and character of the church build- 
ings, and various other conditions which 
may be even more important, though not 
capable of definite formulation. It is like- 
ly that, in the course of years, the number 
of churches of different denominations 
which would thus be discontinued would be 
not very unequal, so that the proportional 
numbers of churches and members in differ- 
ent denominations would not be materially 
changed; but in any individual case the wel- 
fare of the particular community is of more 
consequence than the equation of denomina- 
tional statistics.” 


b. The uniting of the community’s 
churches in an undenominational body. This 
is the familiar “union church.” 

c. The combining of several churches in 
a “federated church,” each congregation re- 
taining its corporate identity and denomina- 
tional connection. This third type seems to 
be finding special favor in a number of 
States. 

The special features of the federated 
church are these: 

(1) The local churches agree to unite 
as one congregation for all purposes of 
work and worship, under one pastor. 

(2) To carry out this purpose, each ap- 
points a given number upon a joint commit- 
tee of management. Sometimes members 
are added from the community. The pastor 
usually is chairman. 

(3) Each church meets as an ecclesias- 
tical body by itself to transact business ac- 
cording to its usages, and reports to its 
denomination its work as a member of the 
federated church. 

(4) Each church keeps its own rolls, and 
new members are added to the church of 
their choice. All are members of the feder- 
ated church. 

(5) The pastor must necessarily have ec- 
clesiastical standing in some body. This, 
however, is found in practice to raise no 
difficulty. 

(6) If there is more than one usable 
house of worship, they may be used in turn, 
or one devoted to institutional purposes, or 
some of them sold. 

(7) In some instances this agreement 
holds for a specified period. It may be con- 
sidered as a step to organic union in a de- 
nominational church. 


Several concrete illustrations of the work- 
ing out of the above plan were cited by the 
commission, in testimony of its sanity in 
character, and its efficiency in service. I do 
not think that I could do better than to give 
the following further paragraph from the 
report of the Commission on Comity: 


The Comity Committee can in many in- 
stances secure excellent results by effecting 
a reciprocal exchange of communities and 
locations by the denominations. Each agrees 
to relinquish its holdings in a certain local- 
ity with the understanding that it is to have 
exclusive occupancy, so far as the churches 
of the federation are concerned, of some oth- 
er community. 

The procedure in arranging this exchange 
is as follows: 

a. Denominations report to the commit- 
tee towns in which such union by exchange 
may be desirable and feasible. 


b. The committee considers the local con- 
ditions, constituencies, and the changes pro- 
posed, and, where these are favorable, an 
equitable mutual surrender of church inter- 
ests in the several fields by the denomina- 
tions involved is arranged. 


Ohio 


c. Emphasis is laid upon the necessity 
for carefully safeguarding the interests of 
the denominations, and for avoiding the 
awakening of local prejudices. 

By general agreement specific fields 
may be assigned to certain of the cooperat- 
ing denominations. 


The California Comity Commission pro- 
poses the following line of action in decid- 
ing which denomination is to occupy any 
given unoccupied territory in southern Cali- 
fornia: 


a. The principle of proportionate repre- 
sentation is to operate as follows: Each 
denomination will be assigned to new places 
in number proportionate to its numerical 
denominational strength in southern Cali- 
fornia. 

b. Before each assignment of new terri- 
tory a canvass of the field is to be made 
and the Commission will take into consid- 
eration the denominational preference of the 
community as a factor in making the as- 
signment. 

c. The Commission will also consider, as 
a factor in making their decisions, the prob- 
able preparedness of any denomination to 
do the work in a given community, or for 
any special people. 

6. Denominations may be influenced to 
refrain from taking up contemplated new 
work in over-churched communities. 


The report also embodied the following 
recommendations in matters of federation, 
and while it did so under classification, the 
recommendations are none the less general 
in their application: 

1. The Comity Committee should be com- 
posed of representatives of all the denomi- 
nations in the federation. As in State work, 
denominational city missionary officials 
should be included in the membership. 

2. Emphasis is laid upon the purely ad- 
visory character of the deliverances of the 
committee. Actual experience demonstrates 
that while these deliverances take the form 
of fraternal counsel rather than of authori- 
tative enactments, they come to have the 
weight of the latter, because of the loss of 
prestige of denominations or congregations 
disregarding or overriding them. 

Community surveys by denomination- 
al church extension societies or city mis- 
sionary organizations will provide data upon 
which systematic plans for relating the sev- 
eral denominations to this work can be 
based. 

4. A basis of agreement with regard to 
overlapping parishes, the location of new 
churches, and the relocation of established 
ones, and similar questions, is marked out. 

5. Before a denomination or missionary 
organization commits itself to the choice of 
a new location, or a change in church loca- 
tion, the matter is submitted to the Comity 
Committee for its consideration. 

6. The committee may assist congrega- 
tions in reciprocal exchanges of location 
where this is desired because of the removal 
of constituencies. 

- In the earlier stages of the federa- 
tion’s work the committee may be called 
upon to adjust conflicting interests arising 
from the rights of established congregations 
being threatened by the encroachment of 
new enterprises. The ease with which these 
threatened violations of the principle of ec- 
clesiastical courtesy can be harmonized . 
when Christian tact, blended with the pres- 
sure of public opinion, is applied to them, 
will prove reassuring. As the work pro- 
gresses such experiences will be apt to be- 
come few and far between. 

8. Because the special work done among 
the city’s foreign population by the denomi- 
nations sometimes develops “overlapping” 
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problems, intervention by the committee is 
occasionally called for. 

9. The strengthening of interchurch 
bonds, by setting aside an annual Inter- 
church Sunday on which the churches of 
the federation arrange for interdenomina- 
tional pulpit exchanges, is another of the 
gratifying results. 


The Commission, in closing its report, 
laid emphasis upon the following points: 


1. As all conditions indicate that the 
popular sentiment of our times is cordially 
favorable to the application of comity prin- 
ciples to interchurch relations on an ex- 
tensive scale, one most urgent need seems 
to be for the directing of this spreading 
spirit of interdenominational fraternalism 
into practical channels by the organization 
of State, city, and community federations. 

Systematic efforts for multiplying in- 
terdenominational gatherings, by arranging 
for frequent union church services and pul- 
pit exchange, will help to create the atmos- 
phere of interchurch intimacy and fellow- 
ship essential to the greatest success of all 
cooperative effort. The general use of the 
“Interchurch Sunday” plan of interdenomi- 
national pulpit exchanges will prove of 
value in this direction. 

8. Because the spirit of Christian frater- 
nalism is best promoted by the actual coop- 
eration of the members of the various de- 
nominations in the prosecution of a common 
task, every opportunity for uniting in spe- 
cial forms of community welfare activities 
should be encouraged for the sake of this 
reflex result, as well as of the specially 
sought results secured through these coop- 
erative labors. 

4. The wider circulation of comity liter- 

ature will prove of educational value. A 
volume devoted wholly to incidents illus- 
trating comity in operation, similar to those 
cited in this report, would inspire and spur 
others to efforts in the same direction. 
_ 5. It may seem gratuitous to suggest the 
importance of keeping all of these plans for 
the promotion and application of comity up- 
on the highest spiritual plane lest they 
degenerate, on the one hand, into the bar- 
renness of mere method multiplication, or, 
on the other, into a superficial good fellow- 
ship which has no spiritual value because 
it has no Christ-inspired convictions. 


International Justice and Good-will re- 
ceived a full measure of attention, but space 
forbids me reporting it now. This one 
thing our people should know, and appreci- 
ate. The Federal Council is the largest 
unit of expression ever opened to us, and 
for us to fail in our relation to it is to 
discredit all for which we have stood 
through all the years of our life. When in 
the course of human events the Federal 
Council shall have done its work, the oneness 
of believers for which Jesus prayed, and 
for which the Christian Church has stood, 
will be assured. God does not always bring 
about things according to human plans, but 
if He works out His purposes, those who 
love Him should be content. 


TO “A PASTOR” 


My Dear BROTHER:—I thank you for 
your article in THE HERALD of November 
1, 1917, given as an answer to my question, 
published in THE HERALD of. October 18, 
1917. As the answer did not answer the 
question satisfactorily, on your generous in- 
vitation, I “come again.” 

You very kindly and emphatically assure 
me “that the word opinion is not in the 
Bible,” and added to this, you tender me a 
bit of instruction, wise or otherwise. 

Please find your Bible (certainly you 
have one) wipe off the dust, then open it 
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at the thirty-second chapter of Job, and 
read carefully verses six and ten; then turn 
to 1 Kings 18: 21, where you will find the 
plural of “opinion,” and a text very appro- 
priate for “A Pastor,” or any pastor. 
When you use it, you will certainly think 
of your brother “Fides,” and will (in your 
heart) thank him for calling your attention 
to it. 


Opinion defined:—A settled judgment or 
conviction on some subject, as religion or 
politics —Standard Dictionary. 


As ministers of the gospel, with rare ex- 
ceptions, cannot get on successfully in their 
work without an “opinion” on Bible doc- 
trines, I think it wise to let the word stand. 


Judging from the tenor of your “answer,” 
you appear to have gained the impression 
that I am an infidel, or one of the higher or 
lower critics (presumably the latter). I 
beg to assure you, I say it reverently, that 
I know of no man who believes more firmly 
than I that the Bible contains the inspired 
Word of God to man; that He says what 
He means and means what He says; that 
the Holy Scriptures are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is 
in Christ Jesus; that all Scripture given 
by inspiration of God is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works (2 Tim. 3: 15-17) ; that 
there is none other name under heaven giv- 
en among men (but “the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth”) whereby we must be 
saved (Acts 4: 12); that I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth, to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek (Rom. 1: 16); that he that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him (John 
3: 86); that with the heart (not cardboard) 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth (not the hand) confession is 
made unto salvation (Rom. 10:10). 


I trust the above will show “A Pastor” 
and others where I stand—Biblically. My 
brother, you are aware of the fact that 
on many so-called, essential doctrines of the 
Bible, Christendom is divided into two dis- 
tinct and diametrically opposed views. Each 
is alike honest in his convictions, but differ 
widely as the poles in the interpretation of 
Scripture. 

What will you do with them? Will you 
deny one or both the right to “cast out 
devils” because they do not agree with your 
interpretation of Scripture? 

Suppose a brother of the Christian 
Church who may be a better, more able 
Bible student than “A Pastor” or “Fides,” 
or both bundled, does not believe that to be 
“a dangerous doctrine and contrary to the 
teachings of God’s Word,” which you believe 
is dangerous, etc. He writes an exegesis on 
certain declarations of Scripture; writes in 
the spirit of love; not for controversy, but 
for instruction. It appears in THE HERALD. 
It is wholly at variance with your concep- 
tion of the truth—it’s “dangerous.” 

Because of this difference of opinion, 
would you be justified in withdrawing your 
patronage from THE HERALD? 
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He is as honest in his convictions as you 
are in yours. God accepts him with his 
interpretation as certainly as He does you 
with yours. If not, why not? Who shall 
decide which interpretation is correct? You 
virtually say, “I will!” Brother, by what 
authority? 

My brother, would THE HERALD be made 
“corrupt” by publishing an article on “dis- 
puted” Bible doctrine, not in harmony with 
your views? 

As you are “brimful,” certainly you will 
be “happy,” too, and will no doubt, dispose 
of the above questions easily, Biblically, and 
comprehensibly. As it will reflect not only 
your own, but possibly the attitude of THE 
HERALD toward those who may differ from 
you on Bible doctrine, your answer will be 
looked for with not a little anxiety by 
readers of THE HERALD, and 
Yours very gratefully, 

FIDEs. 


SERMONETTES 
BY REV. C. E. STRAWBRIDGE 


The fellow who holds the winning hand 
in the game of life is the fellow who walks 
hand in hand in fellowship with God. 





God created ministers to serve the peo- 
ple and people to support the ministry. 





No man who is addicted to the use of 
profanity has a right to repeat the Lord’s 
Prayer. 





Do you suppose the angels pray THY 
WILL BE DONE, and then forget the will 
of God, like we do? 





As racial characteristics show, so do the 
marks of sin show. We know the negro by 
his flat nose; the Chinaman by his almond 
eyes; the Indian by his cheek bones, and so 
do we learn to know sinful men by their 
characteristics. The stain of the nicotine 
on the finger of the cigarette fiend, the red 
nose of the drunkard, and the sneaking look 
of the gambler and the libertine are the 
Judases which betray the sinfulness of men’s 
lives. 





The Prodigal Son was a real gentleman 
by the side of the fellow who says he will 
not work. He proved it by the fact that he 
was not too proud to admit he was down and 
out and then accepted a job feeding hogs. 





The fellow who hid behind his job in the 
recent election and failed to help put Ohio 
dry is a SLACKER, spelled with capital let- 
ters. 

Lima, Ohio. 





Conscience is a great ledged book in 
which all our offenses are written and regis- 
tered, and which time reveals to the sense 
and feeling of the offender.—Burton. 





The happinéss of your life depends upon 
the quality of your thoughts —Marcus Au- 
relius. 
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LITTLE GRANDMA’S THANKSGIVING 


“You want to hear about Thanksgiving 
Days a long time ago? Well, let me see. 
Well, let me see. I think I will tell you 
about the first one I remember clearly.” 

The children drew their chairs closer to 
Little Grandma, their faces eager and ex- 
pectant, for Little Grandma’s stories were 
almost as good as grandma’s Thanksgiving 
dinners. Little Grandma was grandma’s 
mother, and one of the treats of coming out 
to the old farm for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas was gathering in Little Grand- 
ma’s room to hear the stories of long-ago 
times. 


“Of course, I can remember farther back 
than this one, but it just seems like a con- 
fused picture made of kinfolks, turkey, 
pumpkin pies, and pound-cake. I remember 
this one so well because it was different 
from all the others. My father—your 
great-great-grandfather—was a squire, and 
I was very proud of this, for not every one 
had the education or ability to be squire. 
To be sure, there were not many cases to 
be tried in those days, for the country was 
not as thickly settled then as it is now, and 
every one was so busy getting a start in the 
new country that there did not seem to be 
much time for wrong-doing, so you may well 
imagine the excitement when a man was 
brought to our house on Thanksgiving 
morning to be tried for horse-stealing. 
Father did not have an office, so all cases 
were tried in our big living-room. A num- 
ber of relatives had come to eat Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner with us. The women went out 
to the big log kitchen to help mother pre- 
pare the dinner, but the men stayed in the 
living-room to hear the trial. I was just a 
little girl, too small to help with the cook- 
ing, and not big enough for it to seem un- 
seemly for me to stay where the men were, 
so I divided my time between the two places. 
I can see how the old living-room looked 
just as plain as if it were only yesterday. 
It was a big room, with two high four-poster 
beds in two corners of it. Our best blue- 
and white coverlets were on the beds, and 
a huge bolster and two fat pillows on each 
bed. There was no carpet on the floor, but 
mother had scoured it until it was very 
white and clean. In another corner of the 
room was the big china-press, with the blue- 
and-white set of china, and the white set 
with pink rosebuds on it. In the fourth 
corner stood the old wall-sweeper clock 
that told the hours of the day, the days of 
the month and the changes of the moon. 
But the best ornament of that room was the 
wide fireplace, with its big backlog and 
forestick glowing red, making the brass 
andirons glitter like gold. 

“The prisoner was a young fellow, 
scarcely more than a boy, and I was ter- 
ribly sorry for him. He did not try to deny 
taking the horse—it wasn’t any use. They 
had caught him riding it, and they knew 
the horse by its white forefoot and the white 
star in its forehead. All he would say when 
father questioned him was: ‘I wanted to get 
back home, and I meant to return the horse.’ 
But this did not satisfy the owner of the 
horse, for horse-stealing was a serious 


By Lulu Linton 


crime, and he wanted to make an example 
of this case that would frighten all others 
from undertaking such a thing in that 
neighborhood. 

“The old clock’s hands crept around to 
eleven. The women folks had carried the 
blue-and-white china and the white china 
with pink rosebuds out to the log kitchen 
to set the long table. Then it was dinner- 
time, and mother came to ask the folks out 
to dinner. Father stood up and looked at 
the young man with his hands tied behind 
him. Then he looked at the owner of the 
horse, and this man frowned, as much as 
to say: ‘I won’t eat dinner at the same 
table with a horse-thief.’ He was a good 
neighbor, and father did not want to offend 
him, so he said to the prisoner: ‘We will 
go to dinner now, and, later, I will loose 
your bonds and allow you to eat while I 
guard you.’ The young fellow’s face flushed 
scarlet, and he dropped his head in shame. 

“In those days children always waited 
until the older people had eaten. As it hap- 
pened, there were only myself and small 
baby brother and two little girl cousins to 
wait that day, for all the older boys had 
gone hunting. Mother fixed a big platter 
of things for myself and two cousins to eat 
in the living-room, to keep us from getting 
too hungry; but I could not eat with the 
poor, tied man watching me. 


“He kept moving restlessly until at last 
his chair was against the door. Watching 
him when he did not see me, I saw him 
wrench and twist the ropes until, at last, he 
slipped one hand out, his wrist scratched 
and bleeding, then I heard the rattle of the 
door-latch as he reached up behind him, and 
I knew what he meant to do. My first im- 
pulse was to run and tell father, but my 
pity for the young fellow stayed my feet. 
The door he was by was on the opposite 
side of the house from the one which went 
out towards the log kitchen, and the orch- 
ard and then the woods came up close to 
that side of the house. He stood up and 
looked at me. The younger children were 
too small to understand anything about why 
he was here, and paid no attention to his 
movements. I looked back into his pleading 
eyes and said, promptly, ‘I won’t tell.’ 

“A look of relief flashed over his face. 
‘Are you sorry you did it, and will you 
promise God not to do it any more?’ I asked. 
‘Mother says that is the way to make things 
right—to be sorry, and promise not to do it 
again—it’s all God asks of us, you know.’ 

“Indeed, I am sorry, and I won’t do it 
again—I promise you, little girl; and I 
promise God, too,’ he said, earnestly. ‘I was 
so homesick, and wild to get home for 
Thanksgiving, and I thought I could bring 
the horse back. I never meant to steal it.’ 

“I know you didn’t,’ I answered. ‘Now, 
wait a minute; I want you to take this with 
you, and I’ll open the door so it won’t rattle 
or squeak.’ I took the towel off the platter 
and wrapped up a drumstick of the turkey 
and some slices of the white breast meat, 
some mince pie, some of mother’s home- 
made bread with butter on it, some pound- 
cake and doughnuts. You see, in those days 





they let the children eat whatever the older 
people ate. I gave him the bundle and open- 
ed the door, closing it behind him so gently 
that the old wooden hinges did not make any 
sound. Then I watched from the tiny win- 
dow beside the door until I saw him slip 
from tree to tree down through the orchard 
and disappear in the thick woods. 

“It was some time before the folks got 
through with their dinner, for there was so 
much to eat, and they took plenty of time 
to enjoy it. The dinners were not served 
in courses then, but all put on the table 
at once, and each one ate as long as he 
was able. 

“I saw the men come out of the log 
kitchen, picking their teeth with their quill 
toothpicks, looking much _better-natured 
than when they had gone in; but when 
father opened the door of the living-room 
and gave one wild glance about the room, | 
suddenly realized what I had done. 


“ ‘Betsey,’ he said, sternly, ‘come here!’ 
And all at once I was the prisoner on trial. 
I had been trained to be a truthful child, 
and I told exactly what had happened, al- 
though I was shaking with fright at my 
father’s solemn face and Mr. Hamilton’s 
angry exclamations. I had also been train- 
ed to always show proper respect for my 
elders, but when Mr. Hamilton, the owner 
of the horse, started toward the. door, say- 
ing, ‘We will saddle our horses and catch 
the thief,’ I screamed out, ‘He is not a thief, 
and you shan’t go after him,’ and I planted 
my body squarely against the door. ‘It is 
Thanksgiving-time, and you ought to be 
ashamed,’ I said. ‘You’ve got your horse, 
Mr. Hamilton, and you ought to be thank- 
ful over that. Now, let him go home to his 
mother, so he can be thankful, too. He said 
he was sorry, and he promised me, and he 
promised God, that he wouldn’t ever do it 
again, and mother says that’s all God asks 
of us.’ 


“I can feel the stilness of that room to 
this very minute. Mr. Hamilton’s angry 
face changed slowly, then he laid his hand 
on my head, and, turning to father, said: 
‘It seems we have a new squire in our 
neighborhood, and I think I will abide by 
her decision.’ 

“Mother was wiping her eyes on the 
corner of her apron, and one of the aunts 
sobbed out loud, then one of the little 
cousins began to whimper: ‘I’m hungry. 
Betsey, div all our dinner away!’ 

“The women folks hurried us out to the 
kitchen and gave us a bountiful dinner; but 
I remember I could hardly eat for thinking 
about the poor fellow who was running, 
running toward his home, but could not get 
there in time for the Thanksgiving Day.” 

Little Grandma started up, saying that 
she must go remind the other grandma to 
look at the turkey, for fear he was browning 
too fast, but the children’s hands clung to 
her dress and her apron while they clamor- 
ed: “Did he get home, Little Grandma?” 
“Did he keep his promise?” “Was he al- 
ways good after that?” “Don’t you know 
any more about him?” 





NOVEMBER 22, 1917 


“Yes, he got home safely,” Little Grand- 
ma answered. “And the next spring he 
came back to our neighborhood and Mr. 
Hamilton hired him to work for him all 
summer; and in the fall father and Mr. 
Hamilton persuaded him to go to the acad- 
emy that winter, for he was so quick at 
learning, and, after that winter, he went 
to college, and he decided to be a minister, 
and”—Little Grandma’s face flushed a rosy 
pink—“and—he always said that all the 
good he had been able to do in the world 
was due to a little child’s trust in him, and 
her simple creed of right living, which she 
gave to him on that Thanksgiving Day.”— 
Christian Standard. 


Franklin, Ind. 


A SPECIAL CALL 


Bishop Cottage is fast being erected, for 
which I know you are glad. I am sure 
you have been interested in the erection of 
this building if you have known about it. 


Very briefly to tell you about it. Dr. and 
Mrs. Josiah G. Bishop are now old soldiers 
of the Cross, they having spent nearly their 
entire lives in the service of the blessed 
Master. The Christian Church, to which 
they belong, felt these good people were 
worthy of a monument—a useful monument 
to harmonize with their long and useful 
lives—and so started what is called The Sil- 
ver Anniversary Fund, to be used for the 
purpose of erecting a home for the white 
president and family of Franklinton Chris- 
tian College, Franklinton, North Carolina. 
The house is to be named Bishop Cottage, 
in honor of these dear old _ saints. 
The erection of this cottage was begun with 
the money in the fund, which, under ordi- 
nary conditions, would have been sufficient 
to complete it, but, as you know, the war 
has caused the prices on all kinds of build- 
ing materials to rise to enormous heights. 
In many cases the cost of materials has ad- 
vanced one hundred per cent., which of 
course means the expenditure of double the 
amount of money to accomplish the same re- 
sults as before. 


Bishop Cottage is being erected for a 
threefold purpose: First, for the president 
and family; second, for ‘the entertainment 
of the Board of Control and other officials of 
the denomination; third, for the entertain- 
ment of the white friends who come in the 
interest of the work. 


Franklinton Christian College, as you no 
doubt know, is the only institution of the 
Christians for the colored people. It is do- 
ing a wonderful work in the education of 
the race for which it was founded. The 
work now is so large it is necessary for the 
president to reside on the grounds. The 
present residence is a log cabin, and must 
be until Bishop Cottage is made ready for 
occupancy. While the winters in North 
Carolina are not as severe as the winters in 
the North, still they are cold enough to 
make the log cabin we erected very uncom- 
fortable and dangerous, especially because 
of the little visitor who came to us on Octo- 
ber 6. He is a rugged little chap and we 
want him to grow up healthy and strong. 
We have dedicated him to the foreign mis- 
sionary work and his name is already on 
the Missionary Cradle Roll at Dayton. 
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Our hearts are in the great work of the 
Master, especially home and foreign mission 
work, and I am making this special. appeal 
to you to make an offering, and as large as 
possible, that the anxiety about the remain- 
ing few hundred dollars needed to make 
Bishop Cottage ready for occupancy may be 
dispelled, that our minds may be free to 
attend to the many duties in connection with 
the work. At this writing the fund is 
nearly exhausted and unless more money is 
forthcoming soon, money will have to be 
borrowed or the work on the house stopped. 

That you may see how your money was 
spent so far as a picture can tell, to every 
person who sends me any amount over one 
dollar, I will send a nice picture of Bishop 
Cottage as soon as it is completed, and I 
will also send you a pack of Franklinton 
Christian College post-cards. 

Remember this is home mission work— 
your work and the greatest work outside of 
foreign mission work. Let me have a lib- 
eral response to this appeal. Send your 
offering to Mrs. Abbie B. Denison, 712 
Cooke Ave., Norfolk, Va. 

Fioyp S. HENDERSHOT, President. 

Franklinton, N. C. 


THANKSGIVING TIME 


The harvests are gathered, the fields are 
bare, 

The chill of the autumn is on the air. 

The brook in the meadow, still fringed with 


sedge, 
Feels the touch of the ice-king at its edge. 
The mountains beyond the broad river rise; 
Snow-silvered, they shine as the daylight 
dies. 
The north wind sweeps where the reapers 


sang, 
And the earth is hard where the fresh grain 
sprang. 
The toilers are gone with laughter and jest, 
The greensward’s asleep, and the forests 
rest. 
One robin sings late on the leaf-bare bough; 
The last of its kind; ’Twill be winter now. 
Cold, dreary, and dark is the world to-night; 
But the home within is aglow with light. 
The table is loaded with homely cheer, 
The fruit of the goodness that crowns the 


year. 

slates *tis from Him that all blessings 
ow; 

Praise Him, all ye creatures in earth below. 

bieaaas = fire leaps high by the hearth they 
neel 

To voice the thanksgiving glad hearts 

should feel. 


—Richard Sill Holmes, in The Continent. 


OHIO STATE ASSOCIATION 


The Ohio State Christian Association held 
its annual meeting last week in the Mount 
Sterling church. It was by far the best 
meeting of this Association which has been 
held for a long time. For a number of 
years this State Conference had been grad- 
ually dwindling until the attendance was 
very small; but under the zealous labors of 
Rev. H. Russell Clem, President, and Rev. 
W. J. Young, Secretary, there has been 
rapid improvement, until this year it was 
brought up to its old-time attendance and 
interest. These men were reelected, togeth- 
er with a fine corps of department secre- 
taries, and this Association bids fair to be- 
come a real power in the future. 

The program has been made stronger and 
more practical each year. The tendency 
is away from long, flowery addresses and 
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towards intimate discussions of the prac- 
tical problems of the work. One of the new 
and most distinctive features of the Asso- 
ciation this year was an afternoon given 
over to a symposium on the needs of the 
local conferences in the State, each confer- 
ence being represented by one of its own 
members. It was an exceedingly helpful 
discussion. One of the most significant and 
hopeful things of this symposium was the 
manner in which the different speakers em- 
phasized the need for a better-trained min- 
istry for the country churches, a resident 
ministry for the country churches, and a 
better church and Sunday-school equipment 
for the country churches. Our work in the 
State is largely made up of rural churches, 
and there is much promise for the future 
when it comes to be generally recognized 
that these three things are basic and funda- 
mental to the very life of country work to- 
day, and that most other problems are only 
incidental to these. It was pointed out that 
the chief reason why our denomination has 
so few city churches is largely because in 
the past it has had too few ministers with 
education and training for city work; and 
that now the day has come when the same 
handicap will work in the country districts, 
unless we have men fully qualified for the 
kind of work which must be done there to- 
day. Equal stress was laid upon the neces- 
sity for the pastor to live with his church. 
Experience is proving that the parsonage is 
almost as essential as is the church building 
itself. To have the man on the field and 
on the job seven days of the week is a 
prime requisite. If he is alive to the situa- 
tion and competent, most other things will 
be taken care of easily. The right kind of 
men secured and placed on the field! And 
then he must have the tools with which to 
work. This will mean Sunday-school and 
other equipment. 

This conference was followed by a me- 
morial service for President McReynolds, 
and Dean Caris and Dr. Martyn Summer- 
bell both gave touching tribute to this won- 
derful man and the remarkable work which 
he has accomplished at Defiance College. 
The, entire State recognizes something of 
the great loss in his death and are giving 
their unanimous and sincere cooperation to 
Dr. Caris in the heavy task which has fallen 
upon his shoulders. The Association asks 
the conferences and churches for their lib- 
eral support and the money to complete the 
fund now being raised. 

The usual routine work was done. The 
addresses were of a high order and too many 
to mention here in detail. The speakers 
from outside the State were Dr. Martyn 
Summerbell, who gave one of his scholarly 
and surpassing studies on the Reformation; 
Rev. E. K. McCord, from Japan, who al- 
ways is helpful and inspiring; and Rev. 
Moses Breeze, of the Presbyterian Forward 
Movement, who gave a powerful address on 
rural church work and related from his own 
experience what can be accomplished in the 
open country when a man gives his life to it. 
A. M. K. 


Shining is always costly. An unlit can- 
dle does no shining. Burning comes before 
shining, and burning suggests suffering.— 
J. R. Miller. 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 





A loan of $310,000,000 to France to 
cover expenditures in this country during 
November and December has been made 
by the treasury. 


——On its return journey, under convoy, 
the United States transport Finland was 
torpedoed, but was able to make port under 
her own steam. Nine lives were lost. 





Kerensky, the Russian premier, says 
that Russia is worn out by the war, and 
that while she will still remain in the fight, 
the burden of war must now be shouldered 
by the Allies. 





Recent figures show that there are at 
present 39,000,000 under arms in the war- 
ring nations. Of these 27,500,000 are on 
the side of the Allies and 10,600,000 on the 
side of the Teutons. 





Quebec, Canada’s historic city, has 
gone dry by 2,000. This is a great event 
and all Canada is rejoicing. Hopes are en- 
tertained that Montreal, Canada’s largest 
city, will soon be in the “dry” column. 





A second report of a submarine hav- 
ing been seen in mid-Atlantic was made 
public recently by the U. S. Hydrographic 
Office. The submarine was seen 800 miles 
southeast of Halifax. It was previously re- 
ported 935 miles off Newfoundland. 





In a proclamation to the school chil- 
dren of the United States, President Wilson 
calls attention to the fact that the Ameri- 
can Red Cross (of which he is president) 
has set up a junior membership, with school 
activities in which every pupil can serve the 
country. 





America and Japan have signed an 
agreement in which the United States rec- 
ognizes Japan’s special interests in China, 
and both countries reaffirm the open-door 
policy in China. This brings to an end a 
long controversy between Japan and the 
United States. 





Washington now has the unique dis- 
tinction of being the only dry national cap- 
ital in the whole world. In keeping with 
the new situation, we venture to amend a 
popular legend and change the application 
by making it read: ‘Washington, first in 
war, first in peace, first in the hearts of the 
Prohibitionists.”—Times-Star. 





All “persons, firms, corporations, and 
associations, who manufacture for sale 
bread in any form, cake, crackers, biscuits, 
pastry, or other baker products,” are di- 
rected to take out licenses, which will sub- 
ject them to rigid regulations now being 
drafted by the Food Administration. In 
this way Administrator Hoover expects to 
force prices for pound loaves downward, 
probably to seven or eight cents. 





That the Villa revolution in Mexico 
was still in existence was made known last 
week, when a Villa force of four hundred 
and fifty men, commanded by two generals, 
attacked a train on the Mexican Central 
Railroad, killing one hundred and eighty- 
five of the guards and passengers on the 





train. The train was bound for the United 
States border, with passengers and over 
$100,000 in silver bullion, which is now 
missing. 


——Children of the public school of Lon- 
don’s East End have been taught just what 
to do when the approach of enemy raiders 
is signalled. By means of a system of 
whistles the children know just what to do 
and there is no confusion. They are taught 
to lie down flat on the floor with intervals 
of space between them. It has been found 
that this method has prevented serious loss 
of life among the little ones in the school 
buildings. 


——tThe American infantry men in the 
trenches and artillerists in the gun-pits have 
had their first real experience with gas 
shells. The Germans have let loose many 
during the last two days, making the use of 
gas masks necessary. Shrapnel also has 
been freely used by both sides. During 
a recent night the enemy machine guns 
were again turned on the American 
trenches, the Americans replying with an 
equally vigorous fire. 


Isaac F. Marcossin, author, just back 
from a visit to the Italian, French, British, 
and American fronts, brought with him a 
message from General Pershing to the 
American people. “The American troops 
in France must be made to realize that the 
whole country is behind them,” read Persh- 
ing’s note. “This is the war of the real 
fighting spirit and the best way to keep that 
spirit alive is to have a united nation stim- 
ulating and encouraging its army at the 
front.” 





——American women flashed past the 
10,000,000 mark to-night in pledging them- 
selves for food conservation. The grand 
total of cards signed at the end of two 
weeks’ campaigning is 10,213,240. Iowa is 
still leading the nation in the “family bat- 
ting average,” with ninety-one per cent. of 
all homes holding food pledge cards. Right 
behind are Louisiana, eighty-nine per cent.; 
Rhode Island, seventy-seven per cent.; 
Maine, seventy-four per cent., and Vermont, 
seventy-one per cent. 


Through the American Vice-Consul 
at Haife, the Church Missionary Society 
has received news that its Orphanage at 
Nazaret is now a convalescent hospital, 
where officers and soldiers are being nursed. 
The harvest is not so good as was expected, 
but the olives and vines have recovered from 
the locusts and bear again this year. The 
English ladies could have left in February, 
1916, but decided to remain, and now they 
cannot leave. Food and clothing are very 
short everywhere. Most of the trees are 
cut down. 





The complete suppression of pleas- 
ure riding by automobile, and the restriction 
of gasoline consumption to strictly neces- 
sary purposes, is aimed at in a series of 
new petrol regulations just issued. After 
November 1, it will be illegal for any auto- 
bile owner to drive his car merely for his 
private convenience. If a policeman sees an 





automobile standing outside a hotel or 
theater, it will be his duty to find the owner 
and investigate the use which he is making 
of his car. If the car is being used for any 
purposes other than those provided for in 
the new regulations, the owner will be pros- 
ecuted. 


Recently a report was made to fed- 
eral authorities of the finding of several 
hundred carloads of potatoes, cabbage, 
onions, and sugar beets, that have been per- 
mitted to freeze and rot in the railroad 
yards at Chicago, being held, detectives as- 
signed to the case assert, to force a higher 
market. Many of the freight cars were 
marked, “Hold spuds.” In moving the de- 
cayed vegetables to the dumping-grounds, 
the cars were marked, “Rubbish,” and the 
contents were covered with a thin layer of 
dirt and sticks. 





Christian agencies have thus far asked 
the American people to give $51,000,000 for 
war purposes. The big share of this appeal, 
the largest ever made for such a purpose, 
is the $35,000,000 asked by the Y. M. C. A. 
Churches are asking for $10,000,000, the 
Knights of Columbus seek to have Catholics 
give $5,000,000, and the Salvation Army 
wants $1,000,000. The vast sum now asked 
by the Y. M. C..A. is to carry on work 
in prisons in Germany and Austria-Hun- 
gary, where are confined hundreds of thou- 
sands of English, French, Russian, and 
Italian’ captured men, and where later there 
may be Americans. This work is said to 
have been far-reaching; all the powers hav- 
ing given the Y. M. C. A. permission to 
enter the prisons. Strict injunctions have 
been made upon publicity, and no details 
of the suffering or of the relief are per- 
mitted to be given out. 








The question has often been asked, 
“Is there any work that can be done by 
blind persons quite as well as by the see- 
ing?” One job of this kind has been dis- 
covered by Dr. Schuyler S. Wheeler, of New 
York, president of the Crocker-Wheeler Co., 
manufacturers of electrical apparatus. As 
a result of this discovery, Dr. Wheeler start- 
ed a blind winding-room at No. 22 Park 
Avenue, Ampere, N. J., where the plant is 
located. Their work consists of wrapping 
with tape the coils of wire used in the 
electrical machines. The work was started 
with only a few blind persons and now there 
are nearly twenty working there, and three 
of them are women. The blind are slower 
and more cautious and their work is actual- 
ly more thorough and perfectly smooth. The 
great thing, however, is that they can make 
a living. It makes them more independent. 
Then, too, they have the feeling that they 
are helping to win the war by winding coils 
for armatures that will go in the great 
motors that will be used in making muni- 
tions. It is expected that blinded soldiers 
from the armies of the Allies will soon be 
receiving instruction at the “Double Duty 
Finger Gild.” When these are proficient 
they will return to their various countries 
and carry on the work of making the blind 
self-supporting by instructing others of the 
thousands of war-blind. 
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GETTING PRODUCTS VIA THE OFFICE 


As a visitor in an important factory 
recently, I began my tour at the office and 
followed the processes of manufacture to 
the casing for shipment of the finished 
product. The product was the explana- 
tion of all that I had seen, but with- 
out all that had preceded, the product would 
have been impossible. That factory process 
was born in a plan, nurtured and projected 
by a superintending agency, and concreted 
amid wheels, machines, and workmen’s 
benches. 


Without an office and its function the 
rest would have been but so much orderly 
junk. Without an office to plan, initiate, 
and coordinate, there would no longer be 
a product to dispense. That managing 
office had more to do with the output than 
the department which added the last letter- 
ing of finish to the completed article. 

The figure is not identical, but it is illus- 
trative. Every institution worthy of per- 
petuation must have some one or ones to 
safeguard and direct its interests. Such 
persons are as necessary to production as 
any others related to the program. A church 
can have no hope of success unless repre- 
senting it there is a certain center of 
energy solidifying its forces, conserving its 
welfare, and projecting its activities into 
new fields. 

The American Christian Convention rep- 
resents this unified force of the Christian 
Church. The offices and officers of the Con- 
vention are its managing workmen. In the 
work of a church there must be a central- 
izing officiary safeguarding the interests 
of the church as a whole, coordinating the 
work of its different geographical sections 
and so fusing its energies that it will func- 
tion in the larger plans of Christ’s Kingdom 
with other bodies of like purposes. 
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THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


OFFICIAL DEPARTMENTS AT WORK 


To effect this the support of The Ameri- 
can Christian Convention is imperative. It 
must be financed or it will become inoper- 
ative. The little that is expended in this 
way often safeguards thousands of dollars 
of Christian Church property and protects 
interests which are too dear for property 
valuation. It assists many localities in an 
advisory and cooperative way. It educates 
the whole church constituency in steadfast- 
ness to common ideals. It provides much 
literature for distribution throughout the 
brotherhood. It makes possible Conventions 
for exchange of thought within our own 
body, and the enjoyment of fellowship and 
planning together. It carries out the plans 
adopted by the whole Church when assem- 
bled in Convention and leaves competent 
officials to act for the Church during the 
Convention interim. It provides the only 
point of contact of our Church with other 
religious bodies and keeps our membership 
in touch with the great, concerted Christian 
movements of the age. 

By the work of the Convention office we 
are unified. Without it our activities would 
be scattered and ineffective. Convention 
machinery prevents dissipation of energy 
through lack of unity and cooperation. By 
it we are permitted to effect a oneness of 
fellowship and plan that under other condi- 
tions would be impossible. If the unity of 
the Church is necessary, the Convention 
office and the offering which sustains the 
same is equally necessary. 

The writer of this believes that we stand 
at the threshold of greater things in the 
Christian Church. Tasks larger than we 
have ever attempted are beckoning to us. 
To attempt these we must strengthen our 
official machinery at every possible point. 
We must see to it that at crucial times the 
hands of our Convention officials are not 
financially tied. Gigantic problems will be 
attempted by a united Protestantism. We 
must put our officials in a position to co- 
operate in these great world-wide move- 
ments. 

Viewed from any angle of approach, no 
offering in the Christian Church is of more 
importance to our future success than that 
which is made to The American Christian 
Convention. Such an offering is not of 
assistance to one enterprise of our beloved 
Church—it assists them all, for the Con- 
vention office exists for that purpose. 
Whatever adds efficiency to the work of the 
Convention adds strength to the whole work 
of our denomination. 

The coming Convention, in 1918, the 
larger program now in contemplation, and 
the extended activities for some time past 
make the offering which has been received 
heretofore inadequate to the Church’s pres- 
ent need. It must be larger, or the activities 
of the Church must be abbreviated to the 
detriment of interests vital to the success 
of Christ’s Kingdom on earth. 

F. G. COFFIN, 
President Am. Ch. Con. 


Secretary 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D. 
Dayton, Ohio 


AMERICAN CHRISTIAN °CONVENTION 
OFFERING, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 


Each succeeding year adds its testimony 
to the value and efficiency of our organiza- 
tion. It is simple, but effective for the work 
it has to do. The American Christian Con- 
vention is our method of expression; it is 
the voice of the brotherhood; it is the largest 
and most effective unit of power in the de- 
nomination; it is the Educational, Mission- 
ary, Sunday-school, Christian Endeavor, 
Publishing, all in one, and without it, or 
an organization like it, none of these inter- 
ests and enterprises could exist. 

The Convention includes all its depart- 
ments. To help the Convention is to help 
Missions, Education, Christian Endeavor, 
Sunday-school, Publishing, Evangelism, So- 
cial Service, and indeed each and every 
other enterprise which the Church is now 
carrying forward. Each and all of these 
departments were born of the Convention; 
they center in, and are fostered by it, and 
when the parent itself is neglected and suf- 
fers, the children cannot escape. When the 
Convention prospers, all its members pros- 
per with it, and when it suffers, all its 
members suffer with it. To support and 
carry forward our various departments of 
ehurch work—Missions, Education, Sunday- 
school, Publishing, Christian Endeavor, and 
Evangelism and Social Service—with any 
promise of success, we must give a good, 
hearty support to the Convention itself. 

The demands and expenses of the Con- 
vention are constantly enlarging and in- 
creasing. More money each succeeding year 
must be gathered. Retrenchment is not 
possible. The spirit of our people forbids it. 

We must go on; we are in the throes of 
development. The Convention of 1918 will 
show an unprecedented growth, and the 
greatness of its spirit, the scope of its vision, 
the method of its operation, and the respon- 
sibilities it will assume will be far beyond 
anything we have ever yet known. 

There are men and women in our member- 
ship who have means, and they are good men 
and good women, and if only they could 
see the blessing it would be to them and the 
cause they love to make large personal gifts 
to the Convention they would make them at 
once. 

The regular Convention offering is not 
sufficient to meet the demands; it never has 
been, and perhaps never will be, but it 
should be much larger than it is. I am 
doing all in my power to earn money for the 
Convention, and have been able by special 
and Sunday services to earn about $50.00 a 
month, every penny of which goes into the 
Convention fund. In making your offering 
this year, may I remind you 


ONE That heretofore you have done 
well, and not a word of criticism 


could be justified. 


TWO That this is Convention year, and 
that means an additional expense 


of about three hundred dollars. We should 
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rejoice and be glad because our work is 
enlarging and our cause growing. 


THREE That this is war time, and that 

the cost of printing, stationery, 
service—everything is far more than ever 
before in all our history. 


FOUR That the offering should be repre- 

sentative. Not only should it be 
sufficient to meet the demands of the work, 
but it should represent the number, the 
character, the wealth, and the interest of 
the people making it. 


FIVE That it will not do to say now that 

our people are not educated in 
giving. THEY ARE. For more than thirty 
years the matter of giving has been con- 
stantly before our people, and they know, 
except where pastors have failed to give the 
necessary information. The old generation 
that did not know has passed away. “If 
ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them.” 


SIX That the offering this year must 

be larger than last, or the demands 
cannot be met. Knowing that you know 
that it is more blessed to give than to receive, 


I await your response, 
J. F. BURNETT, 
Secy. Am. Ch. Con. 


TO THE MINISTERS 
My Dear Fellow Servant: 

I am enclosing the Annual Convention 
Call. So far as you yourself are concerned, 
you only need the opportunity to enlist your 
cooperation in this well-established and very 
needful work. However, I think it wise and 
right to call your attention to a few facts. 


FACT ONE 


Our people are now educated in giving. 
The old generation that had not been has 
passed away. For full thirty years the mat- 
ter of giving has been constantly kept be- 
fore our people, and they know, except 
where pastors have failed to give the neces- 
sary information, which, sad to relate, is 
true of some. 


FACT TWO 


Printing, stationery, service, indeed al- 
most everything, costs more than it did a 
year ago; some things almost twice as much, 
and our offerings must be made with that 
fact in mind. 


FACT THREE 


Before the next offering is taken the Con- 
vention will have met. Convention years 
are always expensive years. Many things 
out of the ordinary require attention and 
cost money, and unless the money comes 
from these offerings, we are likely to face 
a deficit, a thing we have not done for 
many years. 


FACT FOUR 


The offering should be representative. Not 
only should it be sufficient to meet the de- 
mands of the work, but represent the num- 
ber, the character, the wealth, and the in- 
terest of the people making it. 


FACT FIVE | 


The Convention has words of praise only 
for you and the interest you have taken 
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in the work, and have full confidence that 
you and yours will do a full share in the 
offering on 

Sunday, December Nine 


FACT SIX 


You are welcome to all the literature, of 
the kind enclosed, that you may desire to 
use. Fill out and mail enclosed card at 
once. 


FACT SEVEN 


Your church clerk has a blank. Please 
see that it is used in remitting your offer- 
ing. 

Thanking you, I am very truly, 
J. F. BURNETT. 


TO THE CHURCH CLERKS 
My Dear Fellow Servant: 


I am writing this letter to you in the in- 
terest of The American Christian Conven- 
tion, and the Annual Offering, to be taken 
Sunday, December 9. I wish you would do 
the following things, which in the goodness 
of your heart, and because of the interest 
you have in the Christian Church, I feel 
sure you will gladly do: 


ONE Please cooperate with your pastor 
in taking the Convention offering. 
Your pastor is a busy man and has 
much to do, and will thoroughly 
appreciate any assistance you may 


render in this matter. 


TWO Should your church be at this time 
without pastoral service, won’t 
you try to get some personal offer- 
ings, that the name of your church 
may not be omitted from the list 
of givers. It does not treat a 
church quite fairly to have its 
name omitted from the list of giv- 
ers, when it might as well be 
otherwise. 


THREE I am enclosing matter, which you 
should have for use in taking the 
offering. The same has been sent 
to all the pastors, but should you 
not have a pastor, write me, and 
I will mail to you as much as you 


may need for the occasion. 


FOUR I am enclosing blank, which I 
kindly, but urgently, insist upon 
being used in remitting, and also 
that the different items be filled 
out so that no mistake may be 


made in crediting. 


FIVE The Convention meets in October, 
1918, and this being Convention 
year, the expense will be greatly 
increased, and the offerings should 


be taken with that fact in mind. 


SIX Kindly asking your cooperation in 
this offering, and thanking you for 
the service I am sure you will 
render, I remain, 

Very truly, 


J. F. BURNETT. 


“It would be a different world if people 
were as ready to do their share as to get 
their share.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for December 2, 1917 





NEHEMIAH REBUILDS THE WALL OF 
JERUSALEM 
Nehemiah 4: 7-21 





Time—B. C. 444, 

Place—Jerusalem. 

Golden Text—The Lord is my helper, and 
I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 
—Heb. 138: 6. 

Truth Taught—The Lord prospers those 
who trust Him and do their duty. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, Nov. 26—Precautions. 
4: 7-20. 

Tuesday, Nov. 27—Nehemiah Rebuilds the 
Wall. Neh. 4: 1-6, 21-23. 

Wednesday, Nov. 28—Usury Abolished. 
Neh. 5: 1-18. 

Thursday, Nov. 29—Nehemiah’s Unself- 
ishness. Neh. 5: 14-19. 

Friday, Nov. 30—A Wicked Plot. 
6: 1-9. 

Saturday, Dec. 1—Nehemiah’s Fearless- 
ness. Neh. 6: 10-19. 

Sunday, Dec. 2—The Unseen Helper. 
Zech. 4: 1-10. 


Neh. 


Neh. 





Comments 
I, HOsTILity By ENEMIES. (Vs. 7-9) 


Sanballat, perhaps governor of Samaria, 
had bitterly opposed the rebuilding of the 
walls of Jerusalem, and became enraged 
when he saw his opposition was futile and 
the walls were being rebuilt. His servant, 
Tobiah, was a man of influence and power 
with men. The Arabians, Ammonites, and 
Ashdodites united their efforts and opposed 
the work in which Nehemiah was engaged, 
and became very much enraged when they 
saw that their opposition did not stop the 
work, and that Nehemiah, the man of God, 
was succeeding. These enemies of the work 
held a conference and planned to unite their 
forces and fight against Jerusalem, in order 
that they might defeat the work of the 
Lord by creating confusion among the work- 
men, and they thought that if they could 
terrify the workmen by an army, their op- 
position would result in carrying out their 
wicked designs. 

The workmen resorted to the power of 
prayer that God would protect and guide 
them. This is the right course to pursue 
when we are in trouble and our enemies 
oppose us in our efforts to advance the 
Kingdom of righteousness and truth. They 
not only prayed, but they set a watch. They 
did the reasonable thing and acted in a 
common-sense manner about protecting 
themselves against their enemies. Religion 
is a common sense business, anyway, and 
the man who prays and uses common sense 
will succeed. Nehemiah, with his faith in 
God and with prayer to God, was active in 
the will of God for success. 

II. THE WAVERING WORKMEN. 
12) 


Judah said we are not able—Nehemiah 
had troubles from within which were hard- 


(Vs. 10- 
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er to control than those from without. The 
men complained of exhaustion through long 
and arduous labors. The heaps of debris 
that must be removed before the walls 
could be rebuilt seemed like mountains to 
the disheartened workmen; they felt help- 
less before the task. The work tried their 
faith and persistency and their leaders 
needed to inspire and infuse faith in the 
discouraged. Nehemiah did not give up, 
but rose to the crisis and showed himself 
an inspiring leader with vision, hope, and 
moral courage. The enemies boasted that 
they could come upon them and overpower 
them and would do so unless they ceased 
rebuilding the walls of the city. They were 
not opposed to the Jews as a people, but 
were bitterly opposed to the work that they 
were undertaking. The Jews who lived 
near Jerusalem came and warned the work- 
men of the danger to which they were ex- 
posed by continuing the work. This influ- 
ence was discouraging to the workmen and 
tended to make them complain of danger 
and desire to leave the work. 


III. THE BRAVE WORKMAN. (Vs. 13-22) 


In the lower places he set the workmen 
and placed guards near them to protect 
them where there was danger. On the hills 
where there was more danger to the work- 
men, and the people were placed by families. 
The able-bodied men were placed together 
so as to protect themselves against danger. 
There was system and order in the plan. 
They were placed with their swords, their 
spears, and bows. Nehemiah then rose up 
and addressed the people through their 
nobles and encouraged them that the people 
might be strong for the work and press for- 
ward until it was completed. These lead- 
ers were urged to fight for their brethren, 
their sons, their daughters, their wives, and 
their houses. Such an appeal is enough to 
stir any people to their uttermost efforts. 


When their enemies learned that their 
plans were known and God had put their 
plans to confusion, and that the workmen 
returned to work, they were unable to hin- 


der the work, but one-half of the workmen 
were at work while the other half held the 
weapons and guarded. Some of them work- 
ed with one hand and held their weapons 
with the other and the trumpeteer was 
present to sound the alarm in case the en- 
emy should approach. The work was great 
and the workmen were scattered some dis- 
tance apart and it was understood that in 
case the alarm of danger was heard they 
should rush to the place of danger and unite 
in the defense. They realized that they 
must do their duty and believed that God 
would be with them and fight for them. 
Thus they work with plan, prayer, purpose, 
and fidelity to God from the rising of the 
sun until the stars appeared in the evening. 
When Christian people become as diligent 
and faithful as this in rebuilding the 
breaches in their characters, many an old, 
broken-down character will be rebuilt. 


x 


Sunshine is delicious, rain is refreshing, 
wind braces up, snow is exhilarating; there 
is really no such thing as bad weather, only 
different kinds of good weather.—Ruskin. 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


Ww. A. Harper, LL. D. - Secretary 
Elon College, N. C. 


Topic for December 2, 1917 








SELF-CONTROL 
1 Cor. 9: 24-27 





The Scripture :— 


Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, 
but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery 
is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain 
a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I 
therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; so fight I, not as 
one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, 
and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway. 





The Leader :—Self-control is a rare vir- 
ture. But what splendid fruit it yields! 
It is difficult when men say all manner of 
evil against you falsely for your trying to 
live the Christian life. But if you control 
yourself and pray for those who so despite- 
fully use you, great is your reward. You 
are blessed. Such suffering is keen, and it 
cuts, but when the wound heals, how happy 
you are! How can we have this rare power 
and what are our experiences with it? 


Topics for Brief Essays and Addresses: 
—What the War is Teaching Us About 
Control; The Bible and Self-control; My 
Experience With This Virtue; David’s; 
Paul’s; Jesus’; What Peter’s Life Teaches 
About It; How Self-control Comes; Its 
Value. 


Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—What is self-control? How can 
we have it? Is it worth while? How does 
sin prevent its presence in our life? How 
does Christ bring it in? Prayer? Medita- 
tion? Bible reading? Service for others? 
Do I need it? Will I have it? 


seein o — — i 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Rev. M. T. Morrill - - - 
Dayton, Ohio 





Secretary 





MISSION NOTES 


Prices in Japan still continue upward. 
Papers from that land tell of wholesale 
increase of wages. Our pastors are feeling 
the pinch severely. 

Rev. A. D. Woodworth’s little booklet of 
questions on the book of Hebrews is meet- 
ing with very general favor. He has been 
advised to print it in Japanese. 

Rev. and Mrs. Eugene Willard reached 
Seattle, Wash., a few days ago on their 
return from India. War has so changed 
conditions that it was impossible for them 
to remain, although Mr. Willard had a good 
position under the government. He is de- 
sirous of securing a pastorate. 

The recent typhoon in Japan did more 
damage than was reported at first. Some 
of our property in northern Japan felt the 
effects of the storm. 

By a readjustment of the work, Rev. D. 
P. Barrett thinks he has the Porto Rican 
field in better shape than usual. We are 
looking for excellent results. 

Pastor M. E. Martinez began his work at 
Santa Isabel, Porto Rico, the first Sunday 
in November. It is a long time since a 
regular pastor was located there. 
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The 12,000 cement blocks for the Santa 
Isabel Chapel ought all to be bought this 
year. Send twenty-five cents apiece for 
them to Miss Mary A. Rowell, 125 S. Main 
St., Franklinton, N. H. 

Miss Williams writes that she gathered 
forty-seven babies into the Sunday-school 
cradle roll of the Ponce school in October. 


THEY DIE HARD 


Those battered old falsehoods about the 
large administrative expense of mission 
boards and the small portion of gifts actual- 
ly reaching the field and getting into the 
foreign work die hard and still lurk in the 
dark corners of ignorant people’s minds. 
We have just had occasion to figure out 
the expense of our foreign work and admin- 
istration in percentage, and find that on 
most liberal calculations administration 
costs us less than fourteen per cent., thus 
leaving more than eighty-six per cent. to 
actually go into the work. 

But all this people can figure out for 
themselves by using our Treasurer’s annual 
report. We have been trying for years to 
put the report into such form that every 
body can read and understand. Ignorance 
is an excuse for only one class of people— 
those who have no opportunity to know the 
truth. 


HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer S. Thomas - - 
Dayton, Ohio 








Secretary 


We urge you to make yourself a com- 
mittee of one to get this report into the 
hands of all your churches in the confer- 
ence. Write to the secretary and he will 
be glad to send you the number of copies 
you may designate. 





Notice that the conferences supporting 
home missions in the best way are the con- 
ferences where there is a Mission Secretary. 





The Miami Ohio Conference has the larg- 
est average per church, $47.56; the Erie 
Conference second, $30.85; Central Iowa 
third, with an average of $25.82. 





In the average per member the Northern 
Illinois is first with forty-two cents per 
capita, New York Western second with 
thirty-seven cents per member, and Central 
Iowa third with thirty cents per capita. 





Notice that the conference giving the most 
per capita has not given as much as one 
cent per week. 





Look at the record of your own confer- 
ence and see what you might have done 
to make the record better. Will you not 
plan for the Every-member Canvass at once 
and make your record for next year three 
and one-half cents per member? That is 
not too much if you make the offerings 
come weekly. 





America is passing through a crisis and 
the Church needs to stand for more than 
ever before. It is imperative that we main- 
tain the Church to the highest standard of 
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efficiency when there are multitudinous calls 
for aid everywhere. : It.is a challenge for 
you to stand with all the manhood and wom- 
anhood you possess, back of the Church in 
this time of greatest need for her Chris- 
tianity. We call you to organize that there 
may be a steady flow of money to the mis- 
sion treasury. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 
(Please send items for this department to either 


Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia - 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) , Seeetees 





LIFE MEMBERS 

Life members in the Woman’s Board for 
Home Missions not before reported: 

Mrs. Alice Gault, Black Run, Ohio. 

Mrs. R. E. Wearley, Swayzie, Ind. 

Mrs. J. B. Potts, Frankfort, Ind. 

Mrs. J. W. Johnson, Frankfort, Ind. 

Mrs. Ray Boyer, Frankfort, Ind. 

Mrs. Emily Marchant, Frankfort, Ind. 

Miss Permelia Quick, Atwood, III. 

Miss Hazel Miller, West Milton, Ohio. 


NEW MEMBERS OCTOBER, 1917 


Mrs. Laura Routh, Losantville, Ind. 

Mrs. Wilbur Comerer, Hancock, Md. 

Mrs. J. W. Hoffman, Everett, Pa. 

Miss Hattie Gregory, Plum Run, Pa. 

Miss Clara Belle Briney, Woodstock, O. 

Miss Sarah Gunn, Springboro, Pa. 

Miss Emily Adkins, Mt. Sterling, Ohio. 
EmILy K. BisHop, President. 

LuEMMaA Hess, Secretary. 


CIRCLE OF INTERCESSORS 
Let us pray this month for our Thank- 
offering— 

1. That every society may hold a Thank- 
offering service. 

2. That every member may give as the 
Lord hath prospered. 

3. That we may be freed from the sin of 
ingratitude. 

4. That many who are not connected with 
our organized work may be led by a 
spirit of true praise to lay upon the altar 
a real Thank-offering. 


PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, give us grace to show 
forth Thy praise, not only with our lips, but 
also with our lives. Grant us such a spirit 
of thanksgiving as will fully consecrate our 
time, our strength, our talents, our means, 
our all, to Thy service. Bless the thank- 
offerings we bring Thee. Forgive us that 
we have not given Thee larger praise. Make 
us more faithful while the stewardship of 
money is yet entrusted to us and fit us for 
a never-ceasing song of praise in a world 
without end. Amen.—A. V. M., in The 
Christian Missionary. 


YOU SHOULD KNOW. THAT MISSION 
STUDY 
Is wonderfully interesting. 
Is good for young folks. 
Is good for older folks. 
Can be pursued by individuals alone. 
May be carried on by whole societies. 
Is probably most helpful: in special 
classes. 
Works in rural, town, or city churches. 
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HOME MISSION RECEIPTS BY CONFERENCES 


Number of 
Total Churches Average Average 
CONFERENCE No.of Contrib- Total per per 
Churches uting Receipts Church Member 
TN SPOONS: de Sao eRiiawik kane’ eese 28 21 $ 438.83 $15.67 $.19 
ON TIONG. is kc xvid. dca canckevcade 10 7 47.24 4.72 04 
RETRO, 46s 5k 06 se ead eee wes eeiels 6 6 154.91 25.82 .30 
RR ois cig cscs eae wb aloes ees 15 11 112.42 7.49 Al 
PER: <6. cckiwkewssewneson 78 61 624.42 8.00 10 
Bastern Kansas «2... Mise to Siskin, ST 7 1 7.00 1.00 .02 
ICED... 6 cauaesaasanad 5s se ewes 37 82 810.08 21.65 .20 
ER OR Se ier ere 12 12 870.29 80.85 .28 
MN. oo. oe wa suman GWAR EMSS 13 5 57.07 4.39 .08 
Indiana Misimi Reserve ...........+-. 30 10 77.65 2.58 .03 
ER bisa bb babe aeeeenba Sowhe ee 19 4 57.22 3.01 .07 
DE oss ced ob sb wow eden ee wadie 11 6 140.75 12.79 ar 
PRIN RIMID 6G s.cud swaneuee se sioneee 55 52 2626.85 47.56 Zt 
RE. «oh 0s'b a Shae se sSe Na Re OD ODED 13 T 101.16 7.78 12 
Pe ON. ccs scaeakeues saemaloasark 21 14 260.35 12.39 18 
DU NRG 5 io 5460.55 sence cacivews 21 13 272.38 12.97 10 
Biber POPE TBR oo sis csenisicncacses 10 7 152.74 15.27 “et 
New VOrk TABI 6c csiccccccecsias 44 26 444.00 10.09 14 
WT POP WUD, 6 .6.0:0:5.010'0.0:0'00,0000 9 8 214.73 23.85 ot 
OW TOPE DIOTUMOIN o.vcvccciccsevcens 2 2 31.58 15.79 25 
IUOEGH BEAIBOUEE 6 oc cicccccceusenseces 10 2 10.50 1.05 02 
North Fork Illinois .......ccccccccces 5 5 
Northern KGMGRS ..ccciescocccesssces 5 4 24.40 4.88 06 
DORSET TITIOAG os. 0.0 6.0.0.006 snes 00,00 00 4 4 79.56 19.89 42 
Northwestern Indiana .............+.- 23 18 225.10 9.78 “ek 
Northwestern Kansas ..........se00- 5 4 35.07 7.01 14 
Northwestern Ohio ......cccccccccees 26 26 373.99 14.38 aa 
BiG: TOON: a isddcwecsnsssan ses ances 25 14 292.87 11.71 14 
[UE SRE 6c isnt eaceteueca na@as'c 81 9 48.24 1.55 .02 
PNG icing sa skenncbaesweanawas 20 3 22.00 1.10 02 
Osage, Eastern ........cccecescceees 10 
Osage, Western ......cccccceccceces 5 1 2.25 45 lec 
Rays Hill and S. Pennsylvania ...... 29 20 187.61 4.74 05 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts ...... 27 12 400.23 14.82 16 
ON UNE oi cine aca aw esceaesans 10 5 21.04 2.10 .07 
MINI os ing a hua Oe nwweAan’ 16 12 302.18 18.88 26 
ReENIE UPEININSS | oh cinch wis sande ogee wees 13 Z 16.50 127 01 
OUINOTT SNGIBND. 0 oc s.05 veces cavcese 5 5 37.16 7.43 07 
EN NINE 6 isa vgs esisvew a aceees 5 5 23.78 4.75 .09 
OER RNID occ sw laas coseeaean ee 6 35 18 248.92 7.i4 .07 
Southern Wabash Illinois ............ 35 24 228.76 6.53 07 
PIOUUR WERENT: TOW 6 os.cc.vics0ccieciseees 12 9 126.92 10.57 .09 
SUR OOMNGET oss wirsikle ko ssua need asene 18 6 78.87 4.38 13 
SPN ONE. bbc ois. hs 554 66-0 0 die eNOS’ 8 5 47.41 5.92 .06 
WE AION 6.50 sae eee nww sees 10 5 97.58 9.75 15 
WVGRbCTR TOEIBDS. oon s.cisenic6o0.00ncle esc 41 33 295.31 14.51 14 
Western Michigan and N. Indiana..... 5 2 18.30 3.66 .08 
Western Pennsylvania ...i.sccccccese 5 1 1.75 25 O01 
Western Washington ..........eceee. 4 3 35.66 8.91 .23 
WRODMED Gicin scp iccocaors canes vee 3 3 11.00 3.66 .09 
York and Cumberland ..........cse0. 10 4 60.12 6.01 .09 
Nebraska, Wayland Ch., No Conference 1 1 33.82 33.82 at 
Southern Christian Convention:....... 400.00 
Eastern North Carolina ......... 2 5.00 
Eastern Vind: ook jceicccsswes 2 12.50 


EE 


Requires a leader, a definite subject for 
study, a time set apart, and conscientious 
preparation. 

May cover missions at home or abroad, in 
small or large fields. 

May be based on any one of a hundred 
good text-books. 

Generally begins in the fall, preferably 
in October, but may begin any time. 

Is intended to make intelligent Christians. 

Shows how and where Christianity is pro- 
gressing. 

Helps the Church at home to know its 
duty at home. 

Helps the Church at home to know its 
duty abroad. 

By reciting facts, furnishes the best rea- 
sons for missions and the strongest appeal 
for their support. 

Gives inspiration and assurance of Chris- 
tianity’s ultimate triumph. 

Proves to be a spur to the Church and all 
Christian activities. 

Is just what you need, and just what your 
church needs. 


Will become a reality in your church if 
you bestir yourself and organize a class. 

Will give you a definite thing to do and 
profitable employment for the long winter 
evenings. 

And now are you ready to act?—Chris- 
tian Missionary. 





QUICK AND EFFECTIVE WORK 
NEEDED 


The Federation of Women’s Foreign Mis- 
sion Boards, Woman’s Council for Home 
Missions and the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union have undertaken a campaign 
for Prohibition. While we are studying and 
praying and working for Africa, our coun- 
trymen are undoing our work by exporting 
rum to Africa. The people of Africa are 
protesting and a Federal Amendment has 
gone through the Senate prohibiting the 
manufacture and sale of rum and prohibit- 
ing such exportation. The amendment will 


come before the House of Representatives 
One Senator writes: 


December 7. “The 








ania, 
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women of the country can carry it if they 
will.” We want women of all faiths all 
over the country to write or telegraph their 
Congressemen to vote for this amendment. 

To meet the urgent demand for literature, 
a packet of fine, telling leaflets has been 
prepared which you may procure from Mrs. 
Emma S. Powers, 33 Gordon Ave., Dayton, 
Ohio, for twenty-five cents. Every mission- 
ary society in the Christian Church ought 
to distribute these leaflets among the wom- 
en of their congregation. 

Let us all work together quickly to get 
this amendment through with a large ma- 
jority. 

DELAY may mean DEFEAT. 


OHIO STATE ASSOCIATION 

The attendance at a State meeting is 
never so good as at a conference, but the 
recent session, held at Mt. Sterling, was 
unusually well attended. There were wom- 
en present from the following conferences: 
—Northwestern, Mt. Vernon, Central, 
Southern, and Miami. Several “between- 
sessions” meetings were held, when reports 
from the different conferences were given, 
the books and programs for this year were 
presented and the goals of the Woman’s 
Boards explained. 

The Friday evening session was in charge 
of the State Woman’s Board. 

The election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: President, Mrs. W. J. Young, An- 
sonia, Ohio; Vice-President, Mrs. C. M. Ed- 
wards, Mt. Holly, Ohio; Recording Secre- 
tary, Mrs. E. B. Flory, Covington, Ohio; 
Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. 
C. O. Brown, Vaughansville, Ohio; Y. P. 
Superintendent, Miss Amy Ruse, Dayton, 
Ohio; Cradle Roll Superintendent, Mrs. 
Mary Hagans, Mt. Sterling, Ohio; Litera- 
ture Superintendent, Mrs. H. R. Jay, 
Columbus, Ohio. 


Did you read President Hendershot’s 
message in this issue of THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY? Do not miss it. 

A 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A., - - 
Providence, R. L. 


Secretary 





UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE NOTES 


Prof. G. W. Pleasant and Miss Alverta 
White, both of the college faculty, attended 
the State Teachers’ Meeting at Indianapolis 
October 31 to November 8. The meeting is 
held annually and is one of the largest gath- 
erings of people held in the State. 

Prof. Gault W. Pleasant has attended 
special meetings in Terre Haute and Indian- 
apolis in the interest of the Army Y. M. C. 
A. work. He is chairman of the local com- 
mittee to raise our proper apportionment of 
the fund, and is going “over the top” with 
splendid success. 

President C. B. Hershey presided at a 
meeting of Sullivan County men in Sulli- 
van to provide an organization to raise 
$8,500, the county apportionment for the 
Y. M. C. A. Army Fund. On Sunday even- 
ing, November 11, he gave the address at a 
patriotic meeting in the Bible Chapel church 
near Robinson, Illinois. 


Mr. Ernest Goernandt represented the 
college Y. M. C. A. and Miss Ruth James 
the Y. W. C. A., in a student meeting at the 
Claypool Hotel in Indianapolis, to plan for 
the part the Indiana colleges are to take in 
providing the necessary funds for the Y. M. 
C. A. war work. The need and opportunity 
have been presented to the college people 
and the response is very gratifying. 

The Executive Committee of the College 
Board of Trustees met in the president’s 
office on Tuesday, November 13, to consider 
the varied interests of the college and to 
make provision for the further development 
of our work. The committee, in addition 
to routine work, very gladly took the follow- 
ing action: 


We express our thanks and appreciation 
to the unknown friend for the financial as- 
sistance he is giving to worthy ministerial 
students. 

As the Executive Board of the college, we 
express our thanks and appreciation to Mrs. 
G. D. Lawrence and family for the books 
given to the Union Christian College library 
from the library of the late Rev. G. D. Law- 
rence, and express the hope that the family 
may manifest the same interest in the wel- 
fare of the college, as did the late G. D. 
Lawrence. 


The following members were present: 
Judge G. W. Buff, Sullivan, Indiana, W. J. 
Cooper, Merom, Ind., E. B. James, Mans- 
field, Illinois, and D. A. Epperson, Haub- 
stadt, Indiana. 


A CALL TO PRAYER 


The President and the Governors of the 
several States have again appointed a day 
of Thanksgiving and Prayer. In behalf of 
the Christian churches and upon the request 
of their War Service Commissions, we de- 
sire to support this call and to ask the 
Christian people of the land to extend the 
observance from Thanksgiving Day over the 
ensuing Sunday. We suggest that Thurs- 
day be devoted to our customary national 
Thanksgiving, Friday to penitence and hu- 
miliation, Saturday. to supplication, and 
Sunday to intercession. 

Our generation confronts the gravest and 
most solemn issues. Twice our fathers faced 
such issues, at the beginning of the nation 
and in the tragedy of the Civil War. And 
now our time of supreme need and trial has 
come. How can we meet it except in the 
guidance and strength of God? By our own 
necessities and by the distress and calamity 
of mankind we are summoned to prayer. In 
the name of the churches we voice this sum- 
mons to all our people. 

On Thursday in our homes and in our 
churches let us give thanks to God for His 
goodness and His infinite patience and pity, 
for freedom and prosperity, for our nation 
and our homes, for the past security of our 
shores, for peace within our own borders, 
for the sense of national unity and brother- 
hood, for the honor of self-sacrifice and the 
glory of service unto death, for God’s graci 
ous love and for the salvation provided for 
us and for all mankind in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

“Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 


which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.’’—Phil. 4: 6, 7. 


On Friday let us implore the compassion 
and forgiveness of God and confess and re- 
pent of our sins, our selfishness, and un- 
brotherliness, our acceptance of unchristian 
conditions and ideals, our toleration of im- 
purity and intemperance and the various 
forces of evil which prey upon the lives of 
our people and unnerve the nation, our race 
prejudice and our assent to any form of in- 
justice among ourselves or in our relations 
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to other peoples. In sorrowful remem- 
brance of our own faults and errors, let us 
humble ourselwes before God and pray for 
His mercy that we may be spared His just 
judgments. 

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to eleanse us from all unrighteousness.”—1 John 
1: 8, 9. 

On Saturday let us beseech God for His 
blessing upon our homes, our churches, our 
communities, all our agencies of service and 
benevolence, our country, for the overthrow 
of wrong and the triumph of righteousness, 
for the enlightenment of the mind of the 
nation to know and do His will, for courage 
to endure every sacrifice at the call of duty, 
for fortitude in the hour of adversity, and 
that we may offer unto God for His work 
the united body of the nation. Let us pray 
for our soldiers and sailors that they may 
assist by God’s grace in the sure reestablish- 
ment of law and order and justice. Let us 
implore Him in His infinite goodness to 
soften the hearts, enlighten the minds, and 
quicken the conscience of all men that 
courses of wrong may be relinquished, that 
the effusion of blood may be _ stayed, 
that the hurt of humanity may be healed, 
that friendship and good-will may be restor- 
ed, and that peace may be established 
throughout the earth. 

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil speaking be put away from you, 
with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”—Eph. 
4:31, 32. 

On Sunday let us make intercession for 
all men, for the suffering-and destitute, for 
our allies and for our enemies, for those 
who have gone forth from us, without 
anger or hate, at the call of duty, to serve 
our nation and mankind in this great 
struggle on land and sea, that God may 
enable them worthily to live or to die as 
the servants of His Holy Name and that, if 
it be His will, they shall both do all their 
duty and return to us again. Let us pray 
for the President and for Congress and for 
all who in this hour serve in any way the 
common weal that they may be given cour- 
age and wisdom and consecration and that 
the cause of righteousness may triumph. 
Let us pray for all mankind and for the 
coming of its one hope and deliverance in 
the reign of Jesus. Christ our Lord as the 
King of all the earth. 


“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplication, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 


for all men; for kings, and for all that are in 
authority ; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God and our Saviour ; 
who will have all men to be saved and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God 
and one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, to 
be testified in due time.”—1 Tim. 2: 1-6. 


We ask that in our places of worship and 
in the secret prayers of our hearts, these 
days be solemnly observed that the nation 
may seek after God and find Him. And we 
suggest that not only during these four days 
should all the Christian people of our land 
join in this united prayer and supplication, 
but also that in our homes and as far as 
possible in our churches there should be 
daily intercession that we may both know 
and do God’s righteous will, that wrong may 
be overthrown among the peoples and in the 
hearts of men and that the prayer of the 
whole creation may be heard, “Thy King- 
dom Come, Thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.” 

ROBERT E. SPEER. 

WILLIAM LAWRENCE. 

FRANK MASON NORTH. 
Nov. 12, 1917. 


“From labor, health, from health 
Contentment springs.” 


Never put thyself in the way of tempta- 


tion; even David could not resist it—Tal- 
mud 
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“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightmess of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteeusness as the stars forever and ever.” 


SS 





NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


York, Maine—The ladies of the Christian 
church at York Corner held in October a 
very successful harvest supper, clearing 
about sixty-seven dollars. November 2, the 
Christian and Methodist churches united in 
a fine entertainment in the town hall, the 
program being furnished by the Symphonic 
Club from Boston. Ice-cream, candy, and 
pop-corn were on sale. Each society cleared 
about forty-five dollars. The share for the 
Christian society will go towards painting 
the church. The York Transcript has the 
following to say of the church’s work: 

The contest in the Sunday-school at the Christian 
church is creating a lot of interest and the different 
classes are working hard to carry off the banner for 
the largest attendance. 


Swansea, Mass.—The Fall River Evening 
News of October 19 gives the following in- 
teresting account of church activity there: 


The annual roll-call and community supper of the 
First Christian church of Swansea Center was held 
Thursday evening in the vestry of the church, which 
was filled with old and new members of the roll, and 
of the community, some coming from other towns, 
whither business had called them. The committee of 
arrangements comprised the pastor, Rev. Weltie E. 
Baker, Miss Martha Kingsley, Rev. Frank H. Gard- 
ner, Mrs. John C. Buffington, and Mrs. Arthur E. 
Arnold. Preceding the cailing of the roll, a delicious 
chowder supper with pickles, rolls, coffee, squash and 
apple pie was served by the following committee: 
Mrs. Mercy Phillips, Mrs. John C. Buffington, Mrs. 
Thomas D. Wood, Mrs. Lewis H. Cole, assisted by 
young men and women as waiters. The five tables 
were filled and two had to be reset to accommodate 
the later arrivals. Rev. Frank H. Gardner asked the 
blessing. 

After the supper a vocal solo, “One Sweetly Solemn 
Thought,” was sung by Miss Ledora Buffington, with 
Mi tisie M. Hunt, accompanist, which was followed 
by the clerk, Miss Martha Kingsley, calling the roll, 


to which thirty-four responded. Some of the ab- 
sentees sent letters, poems, ete. One member re 
sponded, who had not been present in forty years. 
Rev. Frank H. Gardner, of Cape Neddick, Maine, in 
response, gave a short address in reminiscent vein, 
aiso mentioning the glorious history of the church, 
but he thought we sheuld measure the church, not 
by its past, but from now to its future status, and 
thought that under its present leadership, a success- 


ful future is assured. Rev. Mr. Baker also respond- 
ed with a short talk, making mention of those who 


had been a foree in the church, and community, 


having passed away since the last roll-call, stating 
that the effects of their influence still remains. He 
also mentioned the crisis which had come to us since 
the last roll-call, and rejoiced that the men and 


women in the community are doing such valuable 
work for those who have taken such risks for us, 
mentioning the splendid work being done by the Red 
Cross auxiliary. Miss Ledora Buffington next favored 
with a vocal solo, ‘Beautiful Land of My Dreams,” 
Miss Hunt accompanist. 

Rev. Mr. Baker here introduced Rev. Henry Arnold, 
pastor of the Bogle Street Christian church of Fall 
River, who spoke most eloquently on the church in 
its relation to the community, drawing comparisons 
between the town with a church and the town without 
one. A churchless community is recognized almost 
immediately by the difference in the upkeep of the 
farms, as well as in the people who tilled them, the 
church in a town giving it a higher moral tone also, 
and cited instances where the church had greatly 
improved the community. He thought it would be 
well to cast a backward glance to the Pilgrims, who 
took such pride in religion, and education. He 
further stated that a church cannot prosper by money 
alone; some of God’s work must be personal work, 
done by the human hand, and that the only way it 
ean prosper is by the work of men. Rev. Mr. Baker 
expressed himself as highly pleased to see so many 
present, and hoped they would all be there at the 
next roll-call. The very pleasant meeting ended with 
the company rising and singing, “Blest be the Tie 
That Binds,” followed by the closing prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Gardner. 

The Swansea Center Red Cross Auxiliary has com- 
pleted a fine line of knitted articles, the work being 
pronounced at headquarters as being very commend- 
able. The auxiliary is to make handkerchiefs and fill 
them with Christmas gifts for the men “over there,” 
and all who can, are asked to assist in the work, that 
everything may be in readiness for the shipment, 
which will be before long. 


Newton, N. H.—The Christian church at 
Newton is doing good work under the able 
leadership of Rev. M. J. Honsberger, who 
is now serving his tenth year as pastor here. 
The church building has just recently been 


improved by the installing of electric lights, 
totalling over 900 candlepower. The New- 
ton property is one of our finest country 
properties in New England, and the pastor 
and people take pride in keeping things in 
good condition. But their interest is not 
confined to themselves. Their benevolences 
are many. On a recent Sunday a generous 
offering was received for the Armenian suf- 
ferers. 


Lynn, Mass.—The People’s church is mak- 
ing good progress, under the direction of 
Rev. P. S. Sailer. Several new members 
have recently been received into fellowship, 
the Sunday-school average attendance has 
materially increased. A newly-organized 
class, known as the “Junior Inyincibles,” is 
showing much enthusiasm. 


NOTES 


Dr. A. H. Morrill has received from his 
Sunday-school class in Woodstock, Vt., a 
fifty-dollar subscription to the second Lib- 
erty Loan. Such expression of regard was 
much appreciated. 


Charles H. English, for many years active 
in the work of the Christian church at 
Woodstock, Vt., as deacon, clerk, and Sun- 
day-school Superintendent for a term of 
years, passed away Monday, November 5, 
after a brief illness from pneumonia. 
Funeral services were conducted, November 
7, by Rev. R. W. Barstow, of the Congrega- 
tional church, and Dr. A. H. Morrill, of the 
Christian church. 


Information has just been received from 
the Soldiers’ Home at Chelsea, Mass., that 
Rev. D. B. Murray, an inmate there since 
1912, passed away September 17, aged some 
over eighty years. For years Brother Mur- 
ray has been in feeble health, and has not 
been in the active ministry. He was ordain- 
ed September 11, 1867, at Kensington, N. 
H., and did much of his work for Christ 
there and in the near vicinity. Deeply did 
he appreciate the fellowship of the Rocking- 
ham Christian Conference, with which he 
held membership until his death. Blessed 
is the memory of God’s faithful ministers, 
as they are called from labor to reward. 

ENGLISH. 


MASSACHUSETTS IN LINE 


WOLFEBORO, N. H., Nov. 12, 1917. 

DEAR DR. BARRETT:—I do not know 
whether you noticed in A Call to Arms, an 
item calling attention to the movement in 
the Massachusetts Constitutional Conven- 
tion to stand against the use of public funds 
raised by taxation for sectarian schools—in 
other words, making into constitutional law 
the American doctrine of the separation of 
church and state. Money has been used for 
this in the past, but it was proposed by 
liberal Catholics, liberal Protestants, Jews, 
etc., to treat all alike in the future. 


Before election, when this amendment 
came before the people, the representative 
of the Pope in New England, his Excellency, 
Cardinal O’Connell, came out against this 
with the immense influence of the Roman 
Church. However, thanks to the American 
Catholics who, while taking their religion 
from Rome, want their politics from Amer- 
ica, the anti-sectarian amendment was car- 
ried with a rousing vote. As the Catholic 
vote, on account of the large families, will 
have an increased voice in Massachusetts 
over Protestants, this is a victory for Amer- 
ican ideals which should not be ignored. Can 
you not, Dr. Barrett, congratulate the 


American Catholic for voting against the 
Roman hierarchy and in harmony with his 
conscience as an American citizen? My sug- 
gestion that the American Catholic Church 
will do missionary work with the Roman 
Church, is coming to pass. I am rejoiced 
that the Cardinal has been defeated, for he 
seems to be simply a great and slick poli- 
tician, and not a religious leader. 

Let us thank God for this victory for de- 
mocracy, and the defeat of the Prince of the 
Church. The Roman Catholic organ, The 
Pilot, thus comments on the election, which 
I confess I read with a great deal of pleas- 
ure, for God uses the wrath of men to praise 
Him. 

In speaking of the loss, The Pilot says: 

A lot of dead wood calling itself Catholic, but really 
mere time-servers, servile politicians, and cheap 
toadies. This is in reality a great gain, it clears our 
path and lightens our load. 


Elsewhere, its editorial rage, for even a 
Catholic editor can rage, enumerates the 
following crumbs of comfort: 

The victory gained by those who are determined to 
see danger in the prosperity and progress of the 
Catholic Church of this country is only a temporary 
triumph. 

The result is by no means final. This legislation 
will be changed later on, by amendments to the con- 
stitution according to the needs of the time. 

We have lost nothing by the adoption of the 
amendment. We were not getting anything and were 
not asking for anything. Our stand was and is that 
the legislation is unnecessary and directed solely 
against Catholics. The result was no surprise lo us. 
It was to be expected. But we fearlessly took our 
stand; we defended our principles, and those prin- 
ciples remain just the same; they do not depend upon 
success at the polls. 

A new generation of Catholic statesmen already 
well to the fore, who value truly the interests of their 
faith, will in a few years, sweep indignantly aside the 
time-servers who have constantly attempted and often 
succeeded in harnessing Catholic forces to their cheap 
individual interests. In that day, now dawning, this 
amendment will be swept from the law books, as the 
blue laws have been wiped out of existence. 

Catholics, we congratulate you. You have done 
your duty under trying circumstances. Though out- 
voted by mere numbers, you showed your loyalty and 
fidelity. We know well your outraged feelings at the 
sieht of the perfidious few who, having climbed to 
position over your backs, have proven themselves 
base ingrates. But take heart. Never again will they 
play that trick on you. Their very names will soon 
be but a jest and a by-word. 

One thing is gained forever. We know now both 
categories well, and no Catholic of this day will ever 
forget either the one class or the other. 

The sectarian amendment has been heralded far 
and wide as a treaty of peace. We know how much 
sincerity there is in that phrase. It is merely a scrap 
of paper. 

It is easy to talk of peace but there will be no peace 
until the true Gatholics of this country administer the 
stinging rebuke so well deserved both by the anti- 
Catholic bigots and the un-Catholic politicians. That 
rebuke we must prepare from this day to administer. 


Let us all devoutly work, that the Ameri- 
can doctrine of the separation of church and 
state may not be a “scrap of paper,” but a 
law, honestly obeyed and rigidly enforced. 

Fraternally ever, 
CARLYLE SUMMERBELL. 





COLORADO 


Laird, Nov. 14—After a delay of some 
days, let me say I left Brother and Sister A. 
A. Thomas at Meredith, Kans., Christian 
chifrch in the midst of a meeting of one 
week, with one renewal and five additions 
to the church, and a fine prospect of 
others, and have learned of others 
being saved since. May the Lord prosper 
them in their good work, for sure I am anx- 
ious for Meredith and Pipe Creek churches, 
for they are my old fields of labor of many 
years in the past. Meredith is my old home 
church, and as my days of work are almost 
over, having passed my eighty-first mile- 
stone, I can’t, neither can the people expect 
much more labor from me in the ministry. 
I am improving slowly from a hurt I re- 
ceived several weeks ago.—P. BUSHONG. 
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ILLINOIS 


Bone Gap, Nov. 17—The meeting at 
Pleasant Union was a success. Six were 
added to the church and others interested. 
Sister Nash worked hard, and sin was sure- 
ly given a hard blow with each of her ser- 
mons. There are some sinners there that 
are hard to reach. They make it their busi- 
ness to defy the church and find fault, and 
at the same time they are getting nearer 
and nearer their own destruction. Oh, it is 
awful to know that hell awaits the man that 
puts off his salvation till to-morrow. But 
it is true. We hold at Poplar next week, 
with R. J. Ellis assisting—JOHN BAUGH- 
MAN. 


Tuscola, Nov. 12—I just returned home 
from Lake Fork. We had a good time and 
the Lord was with us. We had four con- 
versions on Sunday night. A shout went up 
from the camp of Israel when we saw three 
generations step out on the Lord’s side. 
They were Athan Livengood and wife, Willie 
Livengood, son, and Carl Livengood, grand- 
son. Bro. Livengood is the son of Rev. Liv- 
engood, who was one of our preachers and 
who organized quite a number of churches. 
God is blessing his labors. We had a big 
time at the Christian Endeavor Convention 
at our church at Tuscola and the society was 
greatly benefited by the meeting.—A. B. 
COCHNOWER. 


Olney, Nov. 17—We had a nice meeting at 
Claremont. We closed on a good interest 
and fine spirit. We are trying to send them 
a good pastor. There is a fine opportunity 
if a good leader can be procured. A young 
man who can interest young people is pref- 
erable. Rev. Ross Phillips, of Rinard, near 
Christian Temple, is open to calls. He has 
been affiliated with the Methodists and has 
done good work, but he prefers the free- 
dom of the Christian Church. He is worthy 
and capable. We are now at Sandy Creek, 
near Newton, in a blessed revival. Outlook 
is encouraging. Meeting one week old, with 
a healthy and growing interest. My work 
is prospering and I am crowded with calls. 
—A. H. BENNETT. 


Tuscola, Nov. 16—The revival closes at 
Grand Prairie with five splendid accessions 
to the church. The whole church was wrap- 
ped in sorrow in the loss of Bro. Everett 
Brown at the close of the meeting. His 
death was caused by the kick of a horse a 
week before. His place in the church, coun- 
ty, and home can never be filled. He surely 
was an ideal Christian man. The Grand 
Prairie church was organized seventy years 
ago the 26th day of next month with four 
charter members. My grandfather, Wm. 
Hale, was one of them, and was also a pion- 
eer minister of the Christian Church. He 
emigrated from Fountain County, Indiana, 
to that neighborhood in 1844, three years be- 
fore the church was organized. A home- 
coming is talked of. May God bless the old 
church and its membership and sustain them 
in their sad loss. A short call with my sis- 
ter, Mrs. Orwilda Wood, at Porterville, then 
on the road in response to the Master’s call. 
May God keep us faithful in these days of 
world war and may the cross of Jesus be our 
stay and may we never lay it down until 
we are ready for the crown of life——HOEL. 


IOWA 


Griswold—The Griswold, Iowa, American 
of October 4, says: 


Sunday evening was the time set for the farewell 
sermon of Rev. J. A. Dillon, who has been pastor 
of the church for some time and the building was 
filled by people who wanted to hear him once more 
before he left for his new field of labor at Linden. 

As a compliment to him, the Presbyterian and the 
Church of Christ dismissed and went to the Christian 
church and took part in the services. This was a 
very brotherly act and added greatly toward cement- 
ing the friendship of these people together. 

Rev. Dillon delivered a splendid address to the 
assembled people. He put forth a special effort to 
tell them that it was with a great amount of sorrow 
that he was going away. During his pastorate in 
Griswold he has made a host of friends who would 
have been pleased to have him remain in Griswold. 
However they are pleased to know that he has been 
offered one of the strongest churches in the entire 
conference. 
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After the sermon by Rev. Dillon, Rev. Kerr, of the 
Church of Christ addressed the people. He was fol- 
lowed by Rev. Chambers; of the Presbyterian church, 
who talked a short time and added to the feast of 
good things that had been given to the people. 

Rev. Dillon left Wednesday morning for his new 
home and he and his good wife have the well wishes 
of a great many of the best people of Griswold and 
the surrounding country. 


From another local paper we get. the fol- 
lowing: 

Tuesday evening a meeting of the members and 
friends of the Christian church was planned and 
there was.a large attendance of the members 
and the business was transacted in a very satisfactory 
manner. The meeting was called to elect a full set 
of officers, which was done. After the officers were 
elected there was a commotion at the door and in 
walked a great many of the members of the Wheeler 
congregation. They had learned of the meeting and 
the word was quickly passed that it would be a fine 
time to surprise their retiring pastor, Rev. J. A. 
Dillon, and his wife. They loaded up with refresh- 
ments and for a couple of hours there was a great 
time. 


Before departing, a handsome present was donated 
to the pastor and his wife and in addition a silver 
offering was given them to use as they saw fit. It 
was a meeting that will long be remembered by those 


who were present and the pastor and his wife will 
go to their new home feeling more than ever that 
their efforts were highly appreciated in Griswold and 
also at Wheeler. 


NEW JERSEY 


Irvington—The fall meeting of the New 
Jersey Christian Conference was held in the 
Christian church at Carversville, Pa. We 
enjoyed excellent weather and had a real 
helpful and uplifting time. The meetings 
were well attended. The Presbyterian 
church united with us in the Sunday morn- 
ing service. Sermons were preached by Rev. 
M. W. Butler, of Gulph Mills, Pa.; Rev. W. 
H. Hainer, D. D., of Irvington, N. J.; Rev. 
A. M. Lockwood, of Locktown, N. J.; Rev. 
E. C. Hall, of Vienna, N. J.; and Rev. L. F. 
Johnson, D. D., of Vanderveer Park, Brook- 
lyn. We found a very hospitable and kind- 
ly people in Carversville, and if our coming 
together inspired their hearts for larger 
service as it did ours, the fall meeting was 
not in vain. We anticipate a fine spring 
conference session at Gulph Mills, Pa. Sev- 
eral ordinations in prospect. May the New 
Jersey Christian Conference get a vision of 
great things and may we throw ourselves 
into the accomplishment of them even as did 
Nehemiah of old. From these Sunday- 
school lessons we can get a fine plan and 
mode of proceedure for strengthening the 
weak places all over New Jersey. There are 
churches with moss covered walls and front 
porches missing because time has rotted 
them away. Brethren, these things ought 
not so to be. God inspired somebody to 
build these places of worship and woe is un- 
to us if we allow them to go into the hands 
of the sheriff. Oh! I am sure his Satanic 
majesty wears a deep grin of satisfaction, 
when he finds this condition of things. Our 
forefathers were not fools when they built 
these country churches. Would that we had 
more of their spirit to carry them on in their 
blessed work. Get a vision of the great op- 
portunities that lie in wait for us in the 
country church. Take a day or two off and 
travel through the country. You will find 
it literally teeming with real, live, energetic 
men and women with souls to save; more 
people in the country to-day than ever be 
fore in the country’s history, but they are 
foreigners. What of that! Christ died for 
them all, and God’s arm is not shortened 
that it cannot save only we must find the 
way to reach their hearts. If old ways fail, 
try some new ones. One of our insurance 
companies sends this advice-to their agents: 
Don’t waste your time figuring out why 
black hens lay white eggs. Get the egg! 
When will we be willing to start something 
that will get these real people, who are real- 
ly the backbone of the nation, interested in 
the church and thus to know the real saving 
power of Jesus Christ? Save the country 
people for God and you will be taking a 
long stride toward settling your city prob- 
lems, for thousands of them are drifting in- 
to the city every year. Think on these 
things, brethren, and may the Lord help us 
to at least try to measure up to what He 
expects of us.—F. R. BEACH. 









































































(21) 1125 





Jireh Needs Men 


of strong Christian character as well 
as of business ability, whose business 
and social lives will be an ‘inspiration 
’ and a challenge to our student body. 

From time to time there are busi- 
ness and farm opportunities which we 
wish to get into the hands of such 
people. 

At present there is a splendid open- 
ing in a successful 


7 
Lumber Yard 
with elevator business combined. Price 
is very reasonable. Correspondence 
invited. 
JIREH SALES AGENCY 


J. S. WATSON, Mer. Jireh, Wyo. 
Adv. 
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NEW YORK 


Parma and Greece—The Parma anc 
Greece church is still in existence, if not 
heard from for a long time past. Under the 
labors of Rev. J. H. Bassett there exists : 
marked improvement, spiritually. Attend- 
ance at the mid-week prayer-meeting is 
more than for a long time past, as well as 
the Sabbath morning and evening services. 
The Sabbath-school, under the superintend 
ent, Roy Hicks, has taken a stride forward. 
The average attendance, since April 1, was 
116. The church has remodeled the parson- 
age at an expense of $2,750.00, and they 
now have a fine parsonage, up-to-date in 
every respect.—H. C. P. 


OHIO 


Lima—Our work at the Olive Branch 
church near Convoy, still continues to bear 
fruit. On Sunday, November 11 our appeal 
to the people to contribute liberally to the 
cause of Army Y. M. C. A. work brought 
forth a hearty response of pledges amount- 
ing to fifty-five dollars, most of which was 
paid cash. We feel that this is a fact of 
which we may justly feel proud, especially 
considering the fact that the members of th« 
congregation had no previous knowledge 
that any such matter was to be presented 
at that time. We have served this little 
congregation now for a period of two years 
and feel justly proud of the record they have 
made during that period, especially when 
the fact is taken into consideration that they 
had been without a pastor for a long period 
of time and had even seriously considered 
abandoning their Sabbath-school. The av- 
erage attendance for worship is about two 
score at each service.—C. E. STRAWBRIDGE, 
Pastor. 


Troy, Nov. 12—Our Rally Day was ob- 
served on October 7th. It has been the cus- 
tom with us for a number of years to com- 
bine the church and school for the occasion, 
and with very gratifying results. The a*- 
tendance this year was 1,054. Mr. and Mrs. 
H. E. Clemm, of Fredericktown, Ohio, were 
among the visitors. Mr. Clemm was the 
superintendent of the school for a long peri- 
od and did much faithful service in tha 
capacity. He was succeeded by P. G. Yan- 
tis, whose good work is seen in the continued 
growth and efficiency of the organization. 
On Sunday, November 11th, Defiance Ccl 
lege Day was observed. It was in the ne- 
ture of a memorial service for the late 
President P. W. McReynolds. Dean Caris, 
acting head of the college, was present bv 
invitation of the President of the college 
Board of Trustees, D. M. McCullough, and 
spoke feelingly of the splendid services of 
Mr. McReynolds in building up the college. 
Serving on the same board is George W. 
Humphreys, who is also a member of the 
local church. The gifts for the college fron 
the various classes amounted to $117, ex- 
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ceeding somewhat the annual assessment for 
the school. Our church furnished fifteen 
young men who actively served in the recent 
struggle for decent citizenship, and that 
ended in breaking the backbone of John Bar- 
leycorn in the State of Ohio. The leader of 
this group was one of our most active 
churchmen, Charles Mattocks. Eleven of 
our young men are in the service of their 
country, three of the number being members 
of the Rainbow Division and are already on 
French soil. At stated periods letters are 
read from these men. We feel that they are 
missionaries of that World Brotherhood that 
is to be, that they are among the modern 
crusaders for Christ’s better kingdom.—J. 
E. ETTER. 





DEFIANCE DAY IN TROY, OHIO 


In the merger service of the church and school, 
there was an attendance of 434. The occasion was 
the yearly observance of Defiance College Day, and 
this year it was made a memorial because of the 
recent sad death of the late President P. W. Mc- 
Reynolds. 

Miss Oliva Meredith sang a delightful number and 
Frank and Leila Tenney sang a duet, “Through the 
Gates of Gold.’”” Miss Almo Coble read Captain Jack 
Crawford’s optimistic poem, “God Will Sprinkle Sun- 
shine.” 

The speaker for the occasion was Prof. A. G. Caris, 
acting president of Defiance College. Since the tragic 
death of President McReynolds, Dean Caris has been 
serving very acceptably as the president. No man 
was in such close touch or knew President McReynolds 
better than Prof. Caris, and his address was exceed- 
ingly interesting. 

In part, Prof. Caris said: We are thinking to-day 
of a splendid life that has gone from us, but in a 
sense is still with us. My association with President 
McReynolds gave me ample opportunity to know 
the man. On Monday, October 2, just two days prior 
to his untimely death, we planned the work of De- 
fiance College Day and its observance in the churches. 
On Tuesday, in company with the architect, we laid 
out plans and set the stakes for a new building. 
Before leaving on the trip in which he met his death, 
he gave me instructions to get the College Day ma- 
terial out to the churches. 

“@n Wednesday noon, while seated in my office, the 
sad news came, and it became my solemn duty to 
inform the students, faculty, and the city of his 
tragic death. The shock was so great that they de- 
clared: ‘It cannot be true.’ 

“His was such a great and powerful life, so effec- 
tive and so pure that we could not fully comprehend 
it all. But his spirit still remains to guide us on. 

“Thirteen years ago I first came to Defiance. It 
was for the purpose of completing my education, and 
I was looking for an institution must suited to my 
needs. My first impression of Defiance was not the 
best. As I got off at the station I observed the 
unattractiveness of the place and as I walked through 
the city the muddy streets, the rickety sidewalks, the 
unsightly buildings, and the rough-looking campus 
grounds did not Jook at all promising. I decided to 
look elsewhere, but before I left I had a talk with 
President McReynolds, then a young man of thirty, 
and afterwards decided to return to Defiance, which 
I did. 

“Things began to change. Buildings were being 
erected and the campus was made attractive and 
beautiful. The first three years I was a student, and 
my love for the good man continued to grow as the 
years went on. No man was as close to me as 
President McReynolds. You cannot understand what 
he was to me, and he cannot be taken from me. 
Never once in thirteen years was there a sign of a 
misunderstanding between us. We talked and planned 
together. He was so great we could not conceive his 
greatness, so big we did not know his size. 

“A leading Presbyterian minister on a visit to the 
college said, ‘President McReynolds is so different 
from other college presidents I have met. He does 
not take the credit for the growth of the institution, 
but gives it to the men about him.’ 

“Mrs. McReynolds was a splendid woman, a most 
helpful companion. Their home was the social center 
of the college, radiant with the spirit of service and 
sacrifice and from it emanated the true spirit of 
service. 

“There are many memorials to President McReyn- 
olds. The many and beautiful buildings, the splendid 
endowment, change in the city, and many others. 
The people of Defiance give him credit for the won- 
derful change in the city, particularly for the change 
in the northern part, where the college is located. A 
prominent brewer of the city said: ‘It is true that 
we could not agree on everything, particularly on 
my business, but I want to tell you, and I mean it, 
too, that the city suffered the greatest loss possible 
in the death of Mr. McReynolds.’ Then there are the 
living memorials in the hundreds of. educated Chris- 
tian young men and women, and they owe it to him, 

“The Christian Church is confronted with the great- 
est opportunity of its existence. Will we show our 
appreciation for his life and service by our consecra- 
tion to the task? No work is more necessary than 
the work of Christian education. The opportunity is 
afforded us to give our memorial gifts. The supreme 
test is now at hand. Was his personality and leader- 
ship so great that the college depended wholly upon 
it, or did he so inspire and imbue us with the spirit 
of the work that it will continue to grow as the years 
go on?” 

At the close of his address the annual offering for 
the work of the college was taken, and it was the 
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largest for a number of years, showing that the 
interest in the college in Troy is on the increase. 
The offering amounted to $117. 

In the Christian Endeavor society, at six p. m., a 
meeting of more than usual interest was conducted. 
The leader was Margaret Hollis, who gave a very 
profitable talk in opening the topic, ‘“‘The Things That 
Are Worth While.’’ Doubtless a large number of the 
young people are helped to live the more serviceable 
life by these discussions and an increasing number of 
the younger people continue to show an interest in 
them. Last night the unusual was in evidence as 
quite a larger number of young men were present 
than the opposite sex. 

At the seven o'clock service the pastor discussed 
the theme, “‘The Soul of the City.” In the discussion 
as to what constitutes the soul of the city and com- 
munity life, he took occasion to praise the splendid 
team work of the men of our own city of Troy and 
township in their manly struggle in behalf of decent 
citizenship. 

“The time has come when the men of one county 
will mark their fellows who are candidates for any 
office, whether local or State issues be up, and each 
man will either be known as a soldier or a slacker 
in the fight for sobriety and decency.” The services 
were well attended.—The Troy Daily News. 


A MESSAGE TO MY BRETHREN 


RECEIVING SHIP, NAVY YARD, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., 
October 25, 1917. 


To the Eastern Virginina Christian 
Conference, in Session at Barretts 
Church, Oct. 30-Nov. 2, 1917. 


GREETINGS :—This is the second time since 
I have been a member of the conference 
that I have had to report to you in writing. 
The first time was in 1918, when you met 
at Isle of Wight Court House, if my mem- 
ory serves me correctly. At that time I was 
engaged in North Carolina. Now I am en- 
gaged with Uncle Sam’s boys and likewise 
cannot come. It is not impossible for me 
to do so, but my duties are such this week 
that it is impracticable. I beg to assure 
you that I regret this more than I can ex- 
press. 


I beg to assure you that I am thoroughly 
delighted with the work in the Navy. It 
seems to me that the regular service in 
ordinary times of peace offers large possi- 
bilities and opportunities to the man who is 
“two-fisted”—the man among men who is 
able to grasp the situation with a far- 
sighted comprehensiveness, and can apply 
himself wisely to the opportunities. But in 
these times when we are at war, at a time 
when the character and personnel of the 
ranks were never of such a high tone— 
men of culture and refinement from the 
best homes of the land—at a time when re- 
ligion was never so welcomed and accept- 
able as now; to me the opportunities are 
tremendous and the experience one gets is 
well calculated to enlarge the vision and 
increase the powers of usefulness to human- 
ity. 

My two months’ experience teaches me 
that the men are responsive to appreciation 
and are just as human as men in civil life. 
The uniform may change the attitude, as 
much it does, but never the heart. If these 
men have been thought of as disreputable, 
it is mainly due to two facts: First, the 
whole of many thousands has been “ta- 
booed” on account of the misconduct of a 
few. Second, they have not been welcomed 
in civil life except by the saloon and the 
brothel. These new times are breaking 
down this condition by driving out these 
undesirable monsters and opening up civil 
life in church and society to the society of 
the men. Secretary Daniels has done more 
than any other one man, perhaps, to bring 
about this one condition in the Navy. What 
he has done has made the personnel of the 
men respectable and honorable. For these 
innovations many criticised him severely at 
first, but now I hear praise for him on every 
deck. In addition to this the new person- 
nel of fine men demands something better, 
and it is to be hoped that at the close of 
the war, which we pray may speedily come, 
this will not be changed. 

To your prayers I commend the boys of 
the uniform. Never has the church had 
such an opportunity before, and every 
church must do its bit in contributing 
Christian character to the men now in the 
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YOUR CHANCE 
TO MAKE MONEY 


WANTED—One_ hundred efficient, 
progressive men and women to qual- 
ify as managers for Co-Operative 
Fig Shops in all parts of the United 
States; you can make big money and 
be independent for life. On receipt of 
eighteen cents to cover mailing ex- 
penses we will send you prepaid sam- 
ple jar preserved figs and particulars. 
Co-Operative Canning Company, 25 
Keystone Bank Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Adv. 





shadow of her wings. The churches of 
Washington have undertaken this in a very 
big way, a way which any other church may 
be proud to follow. The city church is the 
strategic church, because all naval and 
army training operations are grouped about 
them, and upon them have fallen the largest 
responsibility, and it is to be hoped that 
their influence may extend far enough to 
reach every heart in the ranks and show 
the world what Christian soldiers can do in 
war. 

I hope to be regarded by you still as a 
member of the conference with a pastorate 
at present quite as extensive as everything 
naval in and around Washington. How 
long I shall be kept at this post I do not 
know, and it is supposed that no one else 
does. I ask the prayers of my brethren in 
my behalf, that I may be at all times and 
under all circumstances, all, as nearly as 
possible, that the Father wants me to be. 
The times are hazardous and at the front 
God’s work is going to be stupendous and 
overwhelming. The moral and religious 
stamina of the men there during warfare 
will depend in great part upon the mighty 
strokes of unselfishness we make now in 
teaching them the fulness of the faith and 
entering with them into the one big strug- 
gle to carry the same to the limit of the 
times. 

May the Lord add His blessings richly to 
your sessions and direct you to glorious 
triumphs for the Kingdom and the Church. 

Yours in Christian service, 
H. E. ROUNTREE, 
Chaplain U.S. N. R. F. 


THE YORK AND CUMBERLAND 
CONFERENCE 


The York and Cumberland Christian Con- 
ference met in its seventy-third annual ses- 
sion with the Center Lovell Christian church 
at Center Lovell, Maine, Octeber 12 and 13, 
1917. In the absence ef the president and 
vice-president, the meeting was called to 
order by the secretary. After singing, 
prayer was offered by Rev. H. M. Hainer, of 
Bangor, Maine. Brether Allen C. Moulton, 
of York Village, Maine, was then chosen 
president pro tem. The recerds of the 
March and June quarterly sessiens were 
read by secretary. Repert ef Executive 
Board. The report. ef treasurer was then 
called for, read, and aeeepted. Voted to 
invite visiting brothers and sisters to par- 
ticipate with us. At this time Rev. C. H. 
Fisher, pastor, introduced Rev. George 
Smith, of the Congregatiemal church at 
Center Lovell, who made a few very fine 
remarks along the line ef Christian fellow- 
ship. Then Rev. H. M. Hainer, ef Bangor, 
was introduced and also made some re- 
marks. 

Rev. James McKenzie, paster of the 
Freedom Christian chureh, was also intro- 
duced and responded. Cenference then re- 
sumed regular business. The following 
committees were appointed: Brothers W. 
A. Bennett and M. A. Charles, Committee 
on Business; Sister Lenera Boothby, Com- 
mittee on Roll; Bros. Allard and Godfrey, 
Committee on Standing ef the Ministry; 
Bros. Charles, Young, and Bennett, Com- 
mittee on Nominations. Then listened to 
report of churches. Only six responded 
with written reports, but these gave good 
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accounts of the work. Conference then ad- 
journed to give the Missionary Society time 
to hold their meeting, as by the constitution 
it must be held Friday afternoon of the 
conference session. 

The Missionary Society was called to 
order by President Rev. Z. Knight. After 
a short session, choosing committees, and 
some minor matters, the society adjourned 
to meet October 13, at eleven o’clock a. m. 

In the evening, Rev. H. M. Hainer gave 
us a fine sermon. Subject, “Seeing God.” 

Saturday morning, conference was called 
at ten a. m. Reports of Sunday-schools, 
also a communication from Sister E. L. 
Goodwin on Religious Education. The Busi- 
ness Committee then reported favorably on 
the letter and request of Rev. James Mc- 
Kenzie to join this conference. Voted to 
accept report and Brother McKenzie was 
elected and given the right hand of fellow- 
ship. Committee on Standing of Ministry 
reported all in good standing. Report ac- 
cepted. Committee on Nominations report- 
ed the names of the following: President, 
Rev. Z. Knight; Vice-President, Rev. N. T. 
Ridlon; Secretary and Treasurer, Willis 
G. Moulton; Assistant Secretary, G. Everett 
Moulton; Sunday- school Secretary, Allen C. 
Moulton, all of which were elected. Voted 
thanks of conference to the Center Lovell 
church for entertainment. Voted to hold 
the June session with the South Berwick 
and Wells church, and the annual with the 
Freedom church. 

At the Board meeting of the Missionary 
Society they voted to send twenty-five dol- 
lars to Franklinton Christian College. 

In the afternoon session, Rev. H. M. 
Hainer gave an address on the needs of the 
ministry. 


The evening session was in the hands of 
the Woman’s Missionary Board, with a fine 
address by Rev. James McKenzie. 


Sunday morning social service, at 9: 30, 
was an old-fashioned York and Cumberland 
meeting. Several times there were two on 
their feet at the same time. At the close, 
one man in middle life and one young man 
and wife started on the Christian life, which 
was very encouraging. 

In the morning, Rev. James McKenzie 
preached. Subject, “The Church of the Liv- 
ing God.” In the afternoon, Rev. George 
Smith, pastor of the Congregational church, 
preached. Subject, “Things That Move and 
Can be Shaken, and Things That Cannot be 
Moved or Shaken.” In the evening, Rev. 
Z. Knight preached. Subject, “Our Needs 
and Our Wants.” Text, “For your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things.” The attendance at this ses- 
sion was small, but those who did go felt 
well repaid for the sacrifice made, for God 
was surely there to bless. The town of 
Center Lovell is a small village nestled 
among the mountains and hills of north- 
western Maine and has come to be quite 
a summer resort, and at this season of the 
year the foliage is just grand. 

WILLIS G. MOULTON, Secretary. 

Kittery, Maine, Oct. 25, 1917. 


YOUR PART IN LOWERING PRICES 
BY REV. H. B. GROSE, D. D. 


If you do not get reasonable prices from 
your retail grocer on canned corn, tomatoes, 
and peas, ask him why not. Inform him 
that a statement was issued from Washing- 
ton on Nevember 1 that the effect of the 
new licensing system of the Food Adminis- 
tration should be felt immediately in lower 
prices, in many stores, of the articles named 
above. Then read this to him: 


“Many lines of canned goods were bought 
by dealers at low prices last spring on fu- 
ture contracts. These. goods are now being 
delivered, the canning season being at an 
end. If dealers take only a reasonable mar- 
gin of profit on these goods, the prices tc 
the consumer should be correspondingly low. 
It is expected that goods which the whole- 
salers still have on hand and which were 
bought early will be sold on a lower margin 
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under the licensing regulations than has 
prevailed up to the present, and also in ac- 
cordance with voluntary assurances given 
by them to the Food Administration. The 
Food Administration is hopeful of the patri- 
otic cooperation of retailers in this regard. 
At a meeting recently held in Washington, 
representatives of the retail grocery trade 
passed resolutions in which was included the 
following: 

“*We pledge ourselves to the United 
States Government not to sell any of the 
fundamental necessities at a margin of 
profit over the delivered cost to the merchant 
that will yield to him more than a reasonable 
living profit, irrespective of the market con- 
ditions at time of re-sale; and we pledge 
ourselves to urge other grocers, whether un- 
der the licensing plan or not, to the end that 
margins of profit by retail grocers through- 
out the country over the cost to them shall 
not be greater than prevails under normal 
conditions. We urge that each retail grocer 
act individually, and that he sell the staple 
foods at no greater profit than is reasonable 
in accordance with their cost, and his indi- 
vidual cost of doing business, as sanctioned 
by the United States Food Administration.’ ” 

This resolution had the support of the 
entire executive committee of the National 
Retail Grocers’ Association, representatives 
of the principal state and local retail organ- 
izations, and of large systems of chain 
stores and many prominent independent re-- 
tailers from Maine to California. 

Tell him this is the Food Administration’s 
statement. Every consumer has a right tc 
put this matter up to the retail grocer, and 
ought to do it, in the interest of all. Public 
sentiment and community cooperation can 
greatly aid the Food Administration in its 
steady aim to lower the cost of the necessi- 
ties of life.. Do your part. 

Get accurate information concerning food 
conservation, and when insidious statements 
are made, answer them. Become an agent 
of genuine Americanism. If you lack the 
information, send the statements to the U. 
S. Food Administration with request for 
answer. 

H. J. Hill, the National Campaign Direc- 
tor of the nation-wide movement to enroll 
every family in the U. S. Food Administra- 
tion, said at the close of three days’ can- 
vass: “Reports indicate intense pro-German 
propaganda in certain parts of the country, 
but the effect of this has been to solidify our 
organization of 500,000 workers and to make 
evident to communities farthest removed 
from war conditions the fact that this is a 
vital war work.’ 

This is not a bad slogan—Substitute corn 
and rye for wheat, save on sugar, fats, and 
meat, and solidify sentiment against “treas- 
on, stratagems, and spoils.” 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 1918 


Years ago this helpful work made a place 
for itself in the Sunday-school field. The 
book is not stereotyped—its subject matter 
is varied and new. This volume is the first 
in the new cycle of the uniform text cover- 
ing a period of eight years. Associated with 
F. N. Peloubet, D. D., in this great work is 
Prof. Amos R. Wells, one of the best known 
of our Biblical students. This, together with 
the tireless research and constant utiliza- 
tion of new material gathered by these two 
students of the Bible, make possible a vol- 
ume of rare freshness and helpfulness. 
Superintendents and Sunday-school teachers 
who wish to be abreast of the times will do 
well to avail themselves of the privilege of 
obtaining a copy of Peloubet’s Notes for 
1918. There are over 125 illustrations in the 
work, full page pictures are beautiful and 
the cuts are helpful. $4.25 net and the 
book may be obtained through The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association. 

S. Q. HELFENSTEIN. 


“To live with God in heaven is the only 
complete satig¢faction to the soul that has 
walked with God on earth.” 


‘ 
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Arnold’s 


Practical Commentary 


On the International Sunday-school Lessons 
for 1918 

Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. Home 
Readings. 3. Lesson Text, Golden Text, 
Practical Truth, Topic and Outline arranged 
' as a responsive exer- 
cise. 4. Text also in 
American Revision. 5. 
Time. 6. Place. 7. Par- 
allel Accounts. 8. Com- 
ments. 9. Questions. 
10. Practical Survey. 
11. Practical Applica- 
tion. 12. Blackboard 
Exercise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 14. 
The Intermediate Class. 
= The Juniors. 16. 

The Primary Class. 17. 
Maps. 18. Bible Dictionary. 233 pages. 
Price, Postpaid, 70c. 

We will send The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty and a copy of Arnold’s Practical Com- 
mentary for $2.25. Full remittance must 
accompany order for this combination offer. 

Other Commentaries 


ey Select Notes, Price, post- 
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aid 1.35 
Tarkell’s Teachers’ Guide, postpaid...... 1.35 
The Gist of the Lesson, By R. A . Tor- 

rey, D. D., vest pocket size, ‘price, 
WO has escalator 25 
Self-pronouncing Lesson Commentary, 

y J. M. Coon, V. P. size. 

Poles, eieme Cee a $ .25 
Price, Morocco binding 
Price, Morocco binding, Interleaved 50 
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KEEP THEIR NAMES BEFORE YOU 
“OUR COUNTRY’S DEFENDERS’ 


The accompanying picture tells the story. 


Inscribe their names upon the roll. 
boys who fight for good “Old Glory.” 


Their Records Hang Upon the Wall 


The 


This beautiful photogravure Honor Roll, size 
16x20 inches, “Old Glory” shown in her 
virgin colors. Every schoolroom should 
have one, also every church and home. The 
Father of His Country, the Emancipator of 
His Country and the Defender of Democracy 
and Defenders of Their Country. Price, 50c. 
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Tue HERALD OF GosPEL LipgrTY is published every 
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the werk of the Christian Church. 
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IN APVANCE 

Biecontinuance: The paper will be sent until order- 
ed discontinued. 

Ef you wish your address changed, give both the 
old and the new address. 

Always watch your label just after you have paid 
yeur subscription. It should be changed within two 
‘weeks: and change of label will serve as receipt for 
remittance. 

All letters on business of the paper should be ad- 
dressed to THE CHRISTIAN PUBISHING ASSOCIATION, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

ATTENTION !—All matter intended for the columns 
af this paper should be sent te the Editor of THE 
MernaLtp or Gosrps. Liserty, Dayton, Ohio. Do not 
rel, but fola, manuscript. Communications not ac- 
esmpanied by the writer’s name will not be pub- 
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EXPRESSIVE OF GRATITUDE 


Mrs. Barney, the widow of the well-known 
Rev. Joseph Barney, so leng and favorably 
known throughout the denomination, became 
a resident of the Aged Christian Ministers’ 
Home in Lakement, N. Y., on Tuesday, Get. 
30. Mrs. Barney locks very well, moves about 
nicely, and we hope that she will be very con- 
tented in her new surroundings. She desircs 
me to thank, in her name, all the kind 
friends: who have helped her in any wey for 
the past few years. 

The only need she has row which can ap- 
peal to these friends is a kindly letter nov 
and then. She is among new pc-ple, and 
new faces and voices cannot take the plaec 
of the old. Letters would be welcomed also 
by Rev. and Mrs. Edward French. The 
days hang a little heavy sometimes, and an 
interest taken in them now by those in whom 
they took an interest in the days of their 
activity would be only a little repayment of 
much due to them for their faithfulness im 
the Lord’s service. 

JOHN MACCALMAN, Secretary, 
Aged Christian Ministers’ Home. 
Lakemont, N. Y. 


NEW BOOKS 


THE MEXICAN PROBLEM 


Is there a Mexican problem? We thought so before 
the United States engaged in the world war. And 
that problem still exists and is, or should be, of in- 
terest to every lover of humanity. Mr. Clarence W. 
Barron says in his book, The Mexican Problem, the 
idea that Mexico is a land to be exploited for the 
benefit of the United States must soon go by the 


boards. What is wanted is a clear path to extend 
help to Mexico—moral, social, financial, and political. 
Help—that sounds good. Why should not nations 


feel the neighborly spirit the same as an individual? 
Has the United States been a good neighbor io 
Mexico? I fear not, and I think you will feel the 
same way, if you once read Mr. Barron’s book, for 
therein you will find a clear and wise economic pic- 
ture of Mexico and when you realize that Mexico’s 
troubles largely rise from the lack of law, you will be 
able to see the United States has an opportunity and 
a duty to an ill-fated neighbor, but a neighbor who: 
may become prosperous, rich, and noble with the 
neighborly help of our country can and should give. 
The book asks—How can the necessary order, effec- 
tive courts, and nation sanitation be provided for 
the great ends of justice? The United States brought 
these things to Cuba and see the results, peace and! 
prosperity without annexation and with complete 
autonomous independence for the Cuban people. Give 
the Mexican people the same chance, the same oppor~ 
tunity, a like period in which new institutions, new 
courts, new security, new sanitation come into being. 
and Mexico will show the same marvel of abounding 
progress. After reading Mr. Barron’s interesting and 
informing book, one cannot but wish the United 
States will act the part of the good Samaritan ard 
bring to down-trodden Mexico the help she needs. Mr. 
Barron went to Mexico and studied the question at 
close range and consequently has produced a book of 
deep interest and valuable information. It is pub- 
lished by Houghton Mifflin Company. Price, one 
dollar, net, and can be ordered through The Christian 
Publishing Association. S. Q. HELFENSTEIN. 


THAT SWEET BOOK—“GOD’S MINUTE” 


A book of 365 daily prayers—sixty seconds long, 
arranged in calendar form—a prayer to a page, with 
a verse of Scripture at the top of the page on en- 
couragement to worship. The prayers were written 
expressly for this book by 365 of the most eminent 
evangelical clergymen and laymen in the English- 
speaking world. 

Purple cloth, gold top, stamped in gold, 384 pages ; 
price, 50 cents net (Plain cloth, 35 cents). 

In their foreword the publishers say: ‘This little 
volume is sent forward with the prayer that it may 
assist many Christian people whose early religious 
training, education, and experience have not been 
such as to enable them to give reverent expression 
to their spiritual needs, and this book is aimed to aid 
all such to formulate their thoughts, and train them 
along devotional lines. The arrangement of the 
prayers in calendar form should prove a constant 
reminder to them of their privilege to talk to their 
heavenly Father at the beginning of every day. 

“Lord, teach us to pray,” one of the early disciples 
asked the Master, and that prayer is now being re- 
peated by millions of anxious souls in these perplex- 
ing and distressing times. To all such, this book will 
come as a benediction. It will quicken and inspire 
a devotional spirit, and will relight the altar fires 
that have died out in many homes. It is packed full 
of devout, inspiring theughts and aspirations. Any 
one reading one of these short prayers every morning, 
earnestly and quietly, cannot but be the better for it 
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during the day. It not omly has value as a prayer- 
book, but it is a mirror, wmeonsciously revealing the 
deep spiritual character of each of these many con- 
tributors. There is no book published like it, and 
it ean have no substitute. It will be one of the 
choicest gift-books of the season for fathers, mothers, 
sons, dauchters, and friends, and it would be fine 
to see that our soldier or sailor boy has a copy to 


read in the trenches or camp, or on the deck of the 
boat as it plows through the dangerous seas. Among 
the contributors to the book are Wilfred T. Gren- 
fell, Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, Revs. John 
Clifford, I’. B. Meyer, Washington Gladden, Hugh 
Black, Timothy Stone, Bishop Quayle, Russell H. 
Conwe'l, David J. A. L. Burrell, Ira Landrith, Floyd 
W. Tomkins, Bishop Woodcock, Mrs. Alice Hegan 


Rice, Miss Eva Booth, Maud Ballington Booth, Presi- 
dent E. Y. Mullins, and many others eminent in the 
evangelical religious world. Since its publication, just 
one year ago, four large editions have been issued. 
The book may be ordered through The Christian 
Publishing Association. S. Q. HELFENSTEIN. 
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Rev. Stanley C. Harrell, Isle of Wight, Va. 

Rev. J. C. Francis, R. D. 2, Sidney, Ohio. 

Rev. C. W. Miller, R. D. 2, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

Rev. O. D. Stoddard, 1418 Portland Ave., Minne 
apolis, Minn. 

Rev. B. A. Kaufman, 909 S. Buckeye St., Kokomo, 
Indiana. 

Rev. D. R. Lusk, Albany, Ind. 

Rev. W. J. Young, Ansonia, Ohio. 

Rev. J. T. Wright, 1124 E, Seventh St., Grand Island, 


Nebr. 
W. Rollo Boehringer, R. D. 2, Bradford, Ohio. 





Christmas Services 


COMRADES OF THE STAR 


New, 1917, music that you will like, a fine 
patriotic song, entitled “Flag of Freedom,” 
and good recitations, exercises, and respon- 
sive reading. You will like it. Sample free. 


Prices: 

AE nic a ark oP che we SS wel $0.06 
ED: see ube ects wave 65 
NEN 25 s'eue wn ot eaks ces 2.65 
BP IO ha 5 ore ea hooks 5.00 


All Postpaid. 
JOYFUL CHRISTMAS 
THE KING INCARNATE 
THE NEW-BORN KING 
THE ANGEL CHORUS 


Samples Free. 


Price: 5e single copy; 55e per dozen; $4.25 
per hundred, postpaid. 


A Giving Christmas Service 


WHITE GIFTS FOR THE KING 
Necessary Supplies 
The Book, “White Gifts For the King,” 


Phebe A. Curtiss; Boards, 35 cents; 
paper 


At eT ECE TT ES CURT 15 
Two Services, by Mrs. Phebe A. Curtiss, 
16 pages each (Nos. 1 and 2) to select 
from, per hundred, $4.25 prepaid. Doz- 
ORR, re I, onc 65.6 60 Kcmese cae’ 05 
A Pageant, 16 pages, by Jessie Brown 
Pounds, with music; $4.25 per 100; 55e 
il. Se. SR eae PP Roars 05 
“The Birthday Stery,” by Jessie Brown 
Pounds, for those who want something 
different from the Pageant or Service 
No. 1 or 2. Per hundred, $5.00; per doz- 
OM, Tie GO GO 5 wb baie cee sitcccirecs 06 
Suggestion Blanks—A four-page leaflet 
containing forty suggested pledges, per 
NN 6 Sac wales ad nl cea base okt 'e 50 
Envelopes—In which to enclose the 
pledge leaflet, beautifully engraved. 
ee PN 5 6.0 6:scs pve do's 2 00d Cp ocd a 50 
. . . 
Recitations and Dialogues 
Christmas Treasury ..................... 15e 
RE Re ee eee 30¢e 
Kriss Kringle Recitations and Dialogues. .30c' 
Paramount Sunday-school Recitations ....30e 
Paramount Sunday-school Dialogues ..... 25e 
Recitations and Dialogues, Priest ........ 40¢ 
Ideal Speaker and Entertainer ........... 50c 
ere ....50e 


Recitations for Young Speakers . 
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